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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just a couple. Menbers of the body,
Nr. Speaker, nenbers of the body, | didn't nake the rul es. I'm
not the one that made the mistake. [I'mjust one that's saying |
don't care who makes the nmistake, the Legislature nust deci'de on
the interpretations of its rules. And, Senator Lindsay, you're
absolutely correct, once a notion is made to reconsider, the
Legi sl ature has five days to dispose of such a nbtion. Andwhat
that means is, is that if we don't get to that bill forfour
days, on that fifth day we have to bring it up because by ryles
we must dispense with that notion within five days. Angthe
bill was brought up two days |ater after the notion was | ai on
the desk by Senator Carson. And the bill was brought up and the
Li ndsay amendment was discussed andyou can pooh-pooh it and
say, gosh, whatever, we lost a shuffle, but this was a priority
not i on. The notion to suspend the rules is a priority notion
that supersedes all other things except a motion to adj ourn.

Did we supersede anything? No. We t al ked about the Lindsay
amendnent and two anmendnents to the anendnents. Thenwe had a

parliamentary question on withdrawi ng and that was not
contrived, Senator Labedz, to harass the bill. This body had
already gone through that in the beginning of the session and
now the body chose to do different than that "and |. choseto call
the body on that and the body didn't care about its original
interpretation, it went another way anyway. Fine. But it was a
| egitimate request that the body be consistent in its ruling.
Now all of a sudden we have what was supposedly a priority
notion that was filed, and that was. ..excuse me, ut onthe desk
on Thursday or Friday. It's not anywhere to be found in the
Journal. la's not printed on the summary sheets. Nobody in
this body could ever prove, if they had to, that that notion was
actual |y made. I amnot saying it wasn't put on the desk, I'm
saying the notion, no one in this body could prove that it was
made. The only thing we knowin this body is all of a gsydden
about 20 minutes ago we had two priority nmotions, gpneto bracket
and one to reconsider. That takes priority and so now all of g
sudden we had it, that's the first time this body was aware of
it and, by the way, as | nentioned, Senator Labedz, | pnhad peen
talking to the Clerks, | have been keeping track of the
anendne"ts and this is the first tine this one has ever cone up
today, two days, two days after therules say it nust be done.
You can do it within one day, but you can't after the gecond. |

think it's a good motion. |, personally, think the body will do
consistently what it did |ast tinme. It doesn't care about the
rule, it's sinply going to vote because they have apersonal
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