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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Just a couple. Members of the body,
Nr. Speaker, members of the body, I didn't make the rules. I 'm
not the one that made the mistake. I 'm j us t o n e t ha t ' s sa y i n g I
don't care who makes the mistake, the Legislature must decide on
the interpretations of its rules. And, Senator L i n d s a y, y o u ' re
absolutely correct, once a motion is made to reconsider, the
Legislature has five days to dispose of such a motion. And what
that means is, is t hat if we don't get to that bill for four
days, on that fifth day we have to bring it up because by rules
we must dispense with that motion within five days. And the
bill was brought up two days later after the motion was laid on
t he desk by Senato r C a r s o n . And the bill was brought up and the
Lindsay amendment was d iscussed a n d y o u c a n p ooh-pooh i t and
say, gosh, whatever, we lost a shuffle, but this was a priority
motion. The mo tion to suspend the rules is a priority motion
that supersedes all other things except a motion to adj ourn.
Did w e supe r s e de a n y t h i n g ? No. We talked about the Lindsay
amendment and two amendments to the amendments. Then we h a d a
parliamentary question on withdrawing and t h a t was no t
contrived, Senator Labedz, to harass the bill. This bo d y h ad
a lready g o n e t h r ou g h that in the beginning of the session and
now the body chose to do different than that and I. chose t o c a l l
the body on that and the body didn't care about its o riginal
interpretation, it went another way anyway. Fine. But it was a
legitimate request that the body be consistent in its ruling.
N ow al l o f a su d den we hav e what was supposedly a priority
motion that was filed, and that was. . .excuse me, pu t o n t h e d e s k
on Th u r s day o r Fr i d ay . It's not anywhere to be found in the
Journal. Ia's not printed on the summary sheets . Nob od y i n
this body could ever prove, if they had to, that that motion was
actually made. I am not saying it wasn't put on the desk, I 'm
saying the motion, no one in this body could prove that i t was
made. The on l y t h i ng w e k n o w i n t h i s bo d y i s a l l of a sudden
about 20 minutes ago we had two priority motions, o ne to b r a c k e t
a nd one t o r e c ons i d e r . That takes priority and so now all of a
sudden we had it, that's the first time this body was aware of
it and, by the way, as I mentioned, Senator Labedz, I h a d b een
talking to the C lerks, I h a v e be e n kee p i n g t rack of t h e
amendme"ts and this is the first time this one has ever come up
today, two days, two days after the rules say it must be done.
You can do it within one day, but you can't after the second. I
think it's a good motion. I, personally, think the body will do
consistently what it did last time. It doesn't care about the
rule, it's simply going to vote because they have a personal
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