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SENATOR ASHFORD: Okay, thank you. |'mgoing to be very brief,

M. President. | just would Iike to followup a little glt with
what | had nmentioned earlier. When | started running for office
| remenber one of the first things | did was talk to Fa her
Mainelli, who is now the Pastor at the Cathedral, and Rabbi

Brooks and | think it was Pastor Schoonover frgm the Lutheran
Church that | attend, and tal ked about the issue of abortion.

And each one of themhad different viewpoints and they are yery
nmoral men but they, basically,said to me that in its essence,
inits essence, the issue of abortionis clearly a noral
question which each individual nmust answer for herself and it is
an issue that...or a decision which should only be nade after a

consi derabl e anount of thought and di scussi on. | guess what
offends me the nost about this bill, and at the beginning | had
some, as Senator Labeds knows, | had sone sympathies for the
bill, but where...where | was |ost and what |ost ne, | guess,
and it' s...the other anendnents, I'msure there will be more
anmendnments, |'m not going tc offer any nore on General File,
may on Sel ect, but where |I.  .what |ost ne was the decision of
this body to reject the Lynch anendnent because, in its essence,
we are asking...well, first of all, in its essence we are

i ntervening...the governnent of the State of Nebraska is
intervening in an extremely private decision in a very.ery
real way. Already, an individual who chooses an abortion \hich
is a |legal act must go through a considerable amount of
questioning and when she goes to an abortion clinic or a c¢linic
in Omha or in Lincoln, confronts a great deal of abuse in
wal king into the clinic itself. sothat person has gone through
alot, as it is. And with the Lynch gpendnent, at the very
Ieast, I felt we had...we were starting in the r'i ght dlrectlon
di fferent possibly from other states in adopting a hurmane policy
of notification. And with sone of the other anmendnents, the one

parent anmendnent, and sone anmendments that | believe...or an
anendnment t hat Senator Li ndsay and | have Worked OUt we at
| east were getting somewhere towards a humane policy. 1f we
were going to notify individuals' parents, then we would be
doing it in a humane way and in as humane 5 way possible.
But | think with the rejection of the Lynch amendrrent in ny
case, we basically threwthe. ..threw it out the window. And we
can talk all night about whether we oppose abortion or don' t

oppose abortion or whether we feel that government should
i ntervene or not intervene butwhen we, asa body, decide that

we are not going to tell this young girl what her rights are, to
me, is so ironic as we sit here and say, well, we don't want to
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