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going to get but you' re get back considerably below t he
85 million that we' re talking about now that would be this
so-c ' l i ed ex cess money. The bill as it stands, LB 84 as i t
s t@.'~s n o w, would cost more than that, $98 million and we have
ma .e an effort to keep it close to that $85 million figure.
There was one proposal that would go as high as $117 million.
Some of us got in trouble with t he e x e c u t i v e br an c h w h e n we
rejected that proposal thinking that was too high and also there
were some other problems with it, but that was too high we
thought . An d s o n o w we have come back a n d hav e a so - ca l l ed
agreement between some members of the L gislature and the
executive branch on the present funding level of 98 million. So
that's where I would like to see it stay. I would like to see
it stay. Certainly not less than 85 million, but I think we' re
close enough there that we should leave it because if we' re
going to have significant property tax relief, you know, it' s
going to have to be two or $300 million. So i n or der t o do
something that is at least halfway significant for property tax
relief, it has to be close to the $100 million level and I would
resist Senator Warner's proposed amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r C ro s b y .

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members, a nd t h a n k
you, Senator Warner, for bringing up the Commonwealth depositors
i n co n n e c t i o n wi t h this discussion today about LB 8 4 and
property tax relief. Definitely, I'm for property tax relief.
In my campaign last year in our surveys, every time there were
three issues that surfaced very quickly in anything that we
asked of voters to tell us what their priorities were. Property
tax relief, water conservation and the University of Nebraska
were the three that always were the top three and educat io n i n
general was next. S o I have had mixed emotions all afternoon
listening to the debate about property tax relief because i t ' s
an American dream from way back to own your own home and there
are a lot of small property owners, people who just s imply ow n
their homes, who don't use them for profit but to live in. Ny
son owns his own home and if he would get back even $25 on h i s
property taxes in cash, he'd probably think that was great.
He'd go out to dinner or something. A lot of it is psychology,
psychological to feel that government does care and tries to do
something for the people that support government, the taxpayers.
So I listened very carefully to Senator Warner's proposal. I 'm
not quite sure how I will vote. I would hope some way or
another be f or e t he end of this session we ca n he l p t he
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