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year we' ve had and a potential of another, maybewe can_refocus
some of our attention back on the concern that” Senator Schnit is
bringing. And | think, not to be critical of this Legislature,

the demand for preserving our natural resources, jp partijcul ar

our water resources, whether you're talki n%_about the quality of

that water or the quantity of the water, this Legislature should
be making a better commitment to that natural resource. gg gag

| said, | support Senator Schmit's efforts to focus some
attention on this problemthat | think is going to be Fam ng us

again this year, which is the drought is going to cause a
tremendous drain upon Nebraska's aquifer and I think the problem
is, we' re going to be playing catch up. The problem can't be
addr essed |m_red| ately, but we should at | east begin refocusin

some attention In an area that is vitally inportant to al

citizens of Nebraska since not only do we irrigate out ¢ {hat

aqui fer, but the largest share of the drinking water that cones

inthis state is ground water and e need to make sure and
protect and preserve that very inportant comodity.

PRESIDENT: ~ Thankyou. My | introduce some guests, please, in
the north balcony. Senator Chizek has 52 fourth graders and two

teachers fromthe Walt Disney Elementary School in_ Millard,
Nebr aska. Woul d you teachers and students please rise so that
we may wel cone you. Thank you for visiting us today. Senator

\é\1arner, please, followed by Senator Schmit and Senator Oaen
mer.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, menbers of the Legislature, this
amendnent is simlar to a discussion that we held during one qf
the hearings, one of the public hearings which a nunber of
people who appeared in suppn”., and as | recall it was LB 716,
which was a straight out appropriation for. _appropriation |
think was to the Water Managenent Fund if | renmenber correctly,
Water Managenent Board and other conservation work. Butduring
the course of that hearing a cou; e of the witnesses talked
about the situation jn other states and as | recall it was
Washi ngton, Woning and it seens to nme Arizona, although | do
not recall for sure if that was the third state, but in any
event, those were states, and Wonming is the better example |
suspect, those are states that had a sizable fund and in the
case of Woning | believe it's fromtheir severance (g4 where
they have deposited fundsor retain a fund which they
subsequently use to pledge to try and attract federal funds ¢4y
certain' water...large water projects. And the point that sone
of those who appeared was meking, that in the absence of any
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