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towards this amendnent, but |'d like to discuss it at this tine
if you could, please.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Rod Johnson, please,followed by Senator
Viarner.

SENATORR. JOHNSON: ~ Nr. President and members, | rise to
support Senator Schmit's efforts in this regard. | think that

the probability of getting some action on this amendment
probably is, favorable action | should say, probably is renote,
but nonetheless, | think that we have to take a | ook at the
situation that now exists in Nebraska. Not being a nember of
this body during the seventies and early eighties, appeared
to me as | looked at the Legislature at that tine, tthat r?dpst o?
the focus when we tal ked about water issues centered on water
quality, or quantity issues, trying to develop answers to the
water problems we had in the state with the depleting aquifer
and bui.ldin% more water retention projects in the state and
addressing the problens that we mi ght have through drought
ears. ~Starting about 1985, if | renenber,which would have
een ny first year as Chairmanof the Ag and Environment
Conmittee, the Legislature, | think,began"to take a different
| ook at water issues and began to talk nore about water quality
issues and we've been focusing, | think, an awful |ot of
attention in that regard with the passage of the chem gation
law, special protection agents, or areas and variety of other
legislative bills that have been considered by this Legislature.
I think the attention of this body nas been more focused on
water quality in the last four or five years. But because of
the drought a year ago, the inpending drought that we mg be
faced with this year, the questions of what's going to happén to
the aquifer of the state and what is going to happen in
particular areas where that aquifer is dropping with the use of
Irrigation, i1t iIs inportant | t hink that the state begin to
assess whether or not we have the gdequate reserves when | speak
about water retention projects to help replenish {pat aquifer
and to meet the needs that we' re going to have tﬁrouélhout the
next few years to raise crops in this gstate and to meet the

demand that irrigationis placing upon the aquifer. It was
interesting yesterday, | received a phone call from 4 reporter
question that we' re debating right now, it' s, wh: has the state
sort of ignored this grea? | don't i-bink we' ve ignored it
per se, but we have not focused our attention on jt ard maybe
with the drought years that we. . well, at |east the one drought
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