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SENATOR SCHM T: Mr. President and menbe thi s amendnent,
1709, is an anendnent which | have offered and 1T would |ike to
have some comments on it. I do not know what the position is
relative to avail abl e cash. At the present time we have a
nunber of bills, of course, which will require a substantial

amount of noney, but | thought it was only appropriate that |
woul d of fer at this time an amendnent Wthﬁ wi | Iprovi de that
$20 mllion in a Cash Reserve Fund to be pledged as a source for
future state appropriations to match federal, | ocal rivat
funds in the construction of water inpoundnent or groqu water
recharge projects. As you know, if you have watched (ne press
the last few days, a nunber of communities are beginning to
experience and to becone concerned about the [g|ative shortage
of water in their communities. We,of course, experienced a
severe drought last year, not as severe as some of our states to
the east. We are below normal ppjsture conditions at the
present time. We anticipate,of course, that we will always
luck out, but the facts are that the State of Nebraska regularly
and routinely and in some degree of consistencyexperiences
drought. Nebraska, nore than most states, relies upon its
ground water both for donmestic and agricultural use and as el
as commercial use. There are those who nave a di stinct
difference of opinion with nyself as to whether round
water recharge projectsare appropriate for the State to Phvest
their resources. There are also those who would question
whet her or not water inmpoundment should be a proper activity of
state government. | choose to believe that those objections are
valid for the State of Nebraska and that we do have a
responsibility to tryto provide for adequate sources of water
for future generations. We have evidence, of course, t hat
present impoundments do favorably affect 't he recharge of the
aquifer here in Nebraska. W have fromtime to tinme experienced
heavy rainfall only to see that water rush off down the rivers
and streanms and out into the Gulfof Mexico, notto be of any

use to us during periods of drought. | believe that it is
proper during tines |like this when we do have, g Ieast to sone
extent, some surplus funds, that we try to earnmar nd that's

maybe the wwong word, try to set aside a certain am)unt of noney
to match other funds for such projects. puring the nunber of
years that | havebeenhere we have talked about it almost
routinely, but we have not entered into any kind of major water
i mpoundment or water recharge project. | would like to offer
this amendment and | would take any adviceor coments and
accept very graciously any criticismthat might be voiced
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