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amendment on 636 or 639, and we' Il have better economc
devel opment within the state.  The focus of the amendnent got
real clouded as the emotions of the Econonic Devel oprent
Departnent, for the |ast many vyears, as Senator Wesely wel |
said, has begun to fester within the Legislature and these
enotions have come out. And |, personally, have been discussing
with t he Departnment of Economic Devel opment with certain
concerns that certain senators had on i ssues that are very
important to them and |I' |l be honest with you,penbers of the
body, | have said to the Department of Econom c Devel opnent,
listen, | believe that what we' re trying to do here is good, but
if | feel that I'mgetting jerked around on the issue, if | feel
that we' re saying things to senators that we're going to turn
ri ght around and do sonmething different, if | feel that there is
no progress in what we' re trying todo, if | feel there is no
coordination, we're no better off, if | feel that the | eadership
has sinply gotten what they wanted to in the Departnent of
Economi ¢ Devel opnent, the sigh of relief and nothing else is
done, it's the same old,sane old as it has been, then | will
personal ly come back and remove the field offices and also
renove fundi n% fromthe Department of Econom c Devel opnent and
we' |l do sonething entirely different, uut tnat's | ater. I
think they can move forward. | think it nakes absolute sense,
if we're going to have a pepartnent of Economi ¢ Development,
which we are, it nakes sense to have an extension of that closer
to the people. It makes sense to have people able to access our
state governnent closer to home. It makes sense to have
sonething out there that has the potential of coordinating and |
will be the first to adnit the Department of Economic
Devel opment has fallen flat on its face in years gone Dby. pyut
t he Departnent of Economi c Devel opment came to the Committee
Government and they say here are some things that have happened
E)o us that we'd like to reorganize, it will help us function
etter.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  And that is a bill that will be before
us now...later, and we will pass that and we'll have g
department that is going to try, that better try, that should be
successful, it better be successful, andwedon't wantto shoot
it in the foot and then cone back |ater and say why didn't you
do this? The amendment deserves the proper support and | give
what ever tine remaining to Senator Hefner.
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