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not? And only recentlyhas there even been any interest
expressed in field offices and that is once again, this

tel ephone | obbying canpaign that senator Baack so thor g}.H
di scussed. And, frankly, Senator Baack, | think you angul X

probably just dooned the Panhandl e because | don't suppose we' |
ever see another penny of noney out there from DED apparently
because that's kind of the nessage we seemto be getting is,
shut up and quit criticizing us. Well | refuse to be silenced
by that kind of heavy-handed tactics and | would reiterate once
again that | just don't think that's appropriate for

tg start caIJI ing out and not telli ngpgeogl e the full agt%g)?nacr%a
| aying out the options, as Senator Baack has so0 adequatel
expl ai ned. Senat or Baack has a | ot better anendnent a(ilnd a P/ot
better idea for helping rural Nebraska and |' |l bet you a dollar
when the time comes, DED will be over here opposing that
particular amendnent. S o there isn' t, apparently, any real
under st andi ng or commitnent to doi ng anything except Just = fjj]
in a fewnore positions and spending sonme nore noney and we' ||
see how long that lasts. Byt | think to support this amendment
at this time rewards behavior by an agency that | think is

highly inappropriate, puts bad.  al| communities in a bad spot

ve
I

and I° amabsolutely offended by the kinds of tactics that have
been resorted to here. Aside from that though, |Jet.
reiterate. If you want to help small towns, there just sm%‘Fy

aren't enough state enployees to put one in every town that
needs help. Thereprobably aren't enough state enployees to put

one within 50 mles or 100 miles in every town that needs hel p.
So the only solution seens to me to put training noney and grant
money out there to help those communities help themselves.
Build the expertise jn those comunities, train those people
that are going to stay there. The 800 number, | think that
Senator Baack suggested, is a very %ood i dea, but to just put
nore field offices out there and say, here's our answer to ryral

Nebraska, we' ve seen that in the past, it has failed. Senator
Wesely has talked about the record of failure and it'svery
accurate and it's very frustrating. I'd like to have 3 chance

to work with this agency and make somethin? wor k, and had
anybody bothered to come to any of us who are rural senators

who had...had that agency bothered to conme to the commttee that
this Legislature has that Senator Hall and Senator Coordsen
chaired over the sumrer on rural revitalization, we \ould have
been more than happy to join hands with that agency and say,
| ook, we know rural revitalization is avery tough issue, but

we're willing to work with you; we think we have some ideas.
But was that the way it was done? No. This wasjust sprung on
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