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SENATOR WESELY: What some of us are trying to do is toshare
with you why we' re fearful of this, why we think what |ooks |ike
a good idea on the surface my, in fact, be a very harmful
activity that could again not help economc devel oprent, but
actual Iy harm econom ¢ devel opnent, pecause if those offices
turn into the sort of PR offices |I'mtalking about, people will
again turn agai nst the departnent, again have the litany of
problems we've had with that department. Senator
Bernard-Stevens talked apout the Legislature shouldn't have
oversight over this, that's an executive branch decision.

Bal oney! Thi s Legislature sets the policies. W' re the bod
representing the people here. W' re the ones to |ook after the
best interests of the public and tine and ain we have been

flaunted by the Department of Econoni c Devel opnent in what we' ve
asked that be done. First off, the field office problemthat we
had serious problens with. W had a tourismcontract. This is
back with Governor Kerrey at that tine where they completely
circunvented bi dding procedures and ended up causing a great
controversy back in '85-86. The NDBG bl ock grants, you renenber

wehad a problemthere. They ended up instead of going on
merit, they went first come, first served. Do you remember
t hat ? I don't knowif some of you wil| remember t

hat but
i nstead of prioritizing where those went, they decided to changl;Je
the whole system without telling people about it and it was a

first come, first serve and it was a ¢complete ss Vi
staf f turnover that was unduplicated by any ot I!naar agency In P%%

md-eighties. Nowthis is all under Governor Kerrey. This is
probl ens t hat are inherent in that office. w then went into
Governor Orr _and there wehad the problems with the western
Governor's Office, wehad money diverted from one fund to
another fund, if you remenber. They used it to open the western

CGovernor's Ofice. | called themon that and they finally said,
okay, we were wong. The Attorney Ceneral jntervened amnd we
changed all that and powthey are pulling out of the western
Governor's Ofice. They flaunted our appropriations process,
they flaunted our |egislative statutes and then they turned

around on the tel ecommunications division that we had passed and
ignored it. They went two years without fundi ng, t aking the

funding without implementing that program and now they're
turning around in a bill to elimnate it. They used the money
for other purposes. This departnent has got to be brought under
control and this Legislature is the only oversight function that
can actually see that that happens. aAnd if vou don't recogni ze
the fact that we have an oversight over there, that's what
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