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Senator Wesely. Senat or Schnit. Senat or Wesely, please,
foll owed by Senator Baack.

SENATOR WESELY: Nr. President, menbers, | would rise once aga| n

in opposition to this amendment. We have offered several
alternatives. Senator Conway tal ked about moving these field
officers in with existing NBDC offices. That failed. | offered
the idea of having the NBDCs thensel ves havenore staffing so
t hat we have actual expertise placed out in rural Nebraska.
That fail ed. Senator Scofield tal ked about the idea of noving
this into the smaller towns out in the areas ynserved by DED.
That failed. We have offered alternative after alternative
about how this can be inproved and it has been rejected by ipjg
body. | amsuggesting now we turnaround and reject this very
amendrment. |t is the wong course of action, it s the wron
thing to do. There are better ideas outthere, you' ve turne
them down, but let me tell you they are, in much bett

f act
ways to go about the idea of provi di ng aSS|stance out tot

rural areas of our state. These regional offices, as|' ve sald
before...

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Please, ladies and gentlemen, let's hold
it down. We' re awfully n0|sytoday We'd really appreciateit.
Thank you.

SENATORWESELY:  These regional offices have a history. Now,
Senator Bernard-Stevens, you've npot beenhere very long, but
maybe if you had been you'd understand better what exactly the
Ssituation is here. We hadfield offices. They were used as
Bublic relations offices for the Governor' soffice, nd that was
ack at a time when Governor Kerrey first came in angl closed
those thingsdown. They were not functioning like they should.

They had been perverted and converted into ublic re|at|ons

of fi ces, not economnic devel opment offices and that's why we shut
those down and that ' % so many of us with that experience
don't want to see them COI’TE ac Now maybe in the ri ght

and the right place and the right fasShion we can recons'}ruct
that sort of idea, but it was abused, it was gpused back then
and we stopped that abuse and this Legi sl aturegsaid we' re not
going to let that continue and that' s why we' re fighting so hard
to stop it from happeni ng agai n because that's exactly what will
happen again if we don't watch it.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Please, |adies and gentlenen, let's hold
it down, please. Senator Wesel y.
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