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rural areas of the state, and jt is not just the rural areas of
the state because the NBDC offices, agnd that is how! will refer
to them from now on, NBDC is Nebraska Busi ness Devel opnent
Centers,.they are |ocated in Omaha, Lincoln, Wayne, North

Pl atte, Chadron, Scottsbluff, Peru, and Kearney. So a co’uple of
these would be in the sane |ocation as were gei ng proposed for
regi onal offices, but rather than add new offices, these would
add the staffing to already existing offices, sowedon't waste
more bricks and mortar. But in addition, it adds staffing that

woul d actual Iy do sonething, not just folks that go out and have
coffee or are the eyes and ears of the cepartnment butare, in
fact, people that are skilled in doin i

busi negse%, actually skilled towrk wth t%esgﬂglimaggestcﬂa?e\ll\ep
have in thoseareas of the state to do the kind of job that we
need to provide the assistance that they desire out across the
State of Nebraska. See, the difference is this, 3 regional

office by the Departnent of Econom c Devel opment in the pagst r?1:;15
been primarily a public relations office for the department, the
eyes and ears of the departnent. They talk to people, and
they... I don't know what all they end up doing but they don' t
actual ly acconplish anything on the |ocal 1evel. havin the
smal | busi ness devel opnent centers have nore st anyng, tf'cf’ey are
able to have nmore people who have actual skills in E_ackagi ng
financial needs and working on nmarketing plans and working with

the actual resource needs of these small pysinesses, and they

are already set up to do that, already doing that, but they are
understaffed. What you thendo is they link up with the
universities and state colleges across the state. The reason

you have eight of these, with the exception of gcottsbluff and

North Platte, they all |ink up to astate collegeor to a
university, and that is.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Wesel y.
SENATOR WESELY: ...why they are |ocated where they are.

FRESIDENT: Nay | interrupt you. (Gavel.) Please, let's hold
the volume down so that we can hear the speakers. Thank you.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you,Nr. President. Al| | amsaying is
this is a nuch better approach. If you want nore staffing
spread out around the state, this approach actually acconplishes
sonet hi ng. They don't take people and refer them somewhere back
in Lincoln, they actually have the people that know what they
are doing to work with these folks, and onalocal basis. If
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