May 5, 1989 LB 813

are able to effectively work with DED under the current system
and access resources. And when you really start |ooking at the
state which doesn't have any kind of active development
district, doesn't have close access to higher education

institutions, doesn't have., wouldn't have any better access

particularly, by virtue of the new field offices, you find that

bi g white band, right down through the center of the state that

was on that map that | handed out yesterday. So, if you are
really committed to putting field offices where there’ simply
aren't  any services, where you can gain an understanding of
ruxal comnmunities, and where Yyou can in fact open u ome
access, it seens to ne that the under served areas woul d %e est
served by putting offices in Ainsworth, Ordand Red Cl oud.
That, to nme, makes a lot nore sense than putting offices jp
Beatrice, which is reasonablyclose to Lincoln and has a fine
technical comunity college, nakes a lot nore sense than putting

yet another office in North Platte. North Pl atte, ble/ our
standards in western Nebraska, isn't all that farfromKearney

and an outstandi ng Nebraska Business Devel opnent  cgnter You
will recall we also added a procurenent office the otehe'r day on
the anendments. Norfolk, likew se, has, | thjnk, adequate...a
very active chamber of comerce and again a good technical
community col |l ege, adequate access to services. Kearney, |
al ready nentioned what kind of a good NBDC center they have. Ny
area, we' ve got a state college, we' ve got a technical college;
I'mnot fighting this because there wasn't an gffice in the
Panhandl e, even though |I probably could just based on m | eages,
but I'mnot going to because I'mlooking 5t areas that don' t
really have any service, and that is that big white band in the
mddl'e of the state. That is the rationale for putting those
offices out there, and | think it makes sense, if you want to
address rural needs. In fact I would suggest, senator
Ber nard- St evens, that ny process was, in fact, ppre sensitive to
rural areas and nore geared to trying to neet rural needs than,
in fact, whatever process it was that |ed DED to decide to pick
the towns that they picked. So | think the proposal that you
adopted is a sensible proposal, it elininates duplication, it
opens up  services in areas that currently don't have any
service, and recogni zes the huge mles out there that are going
to have to be coveredif, in fact, you' re going to send this
person out there to have coffee with everybody. If Senator
Smith happens to apply for one of these jo)()s, Yi ke she said she
m ght, and she happens to end up in North Platte, they' re going
ro give her everything to Woming. You're goingto be a busy
wormen, Senator Smith, you' re going to be on the road all the
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