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statute, total, total rewrite of this concept, is up to the body
and i t r ea l l y i s n ot t ha t cr i t i c al , certainly to this amendment.
It will be critical, I suppose, when Senator L i n d say ar g u es h i s
amendment. I think i t i s more i mpo r t an t t hat wh e n we ' r e
discussing the motives or why we did this or did that, that we
continue the argument or the discussion on the merits. I t h i n k
we have had a good debate over the last five days, and I k n o w i t
has been lengthy. I wish I had brought this amendment earlier
but I didn' t. In any event, I have given in my introductory
s tatement why I fel t that the amendment was justifiable and
really I think you can all see it, and that is> the purpose of
the bill as S enator Labedz hassaid, and the other proponents
have sa id , a nd Se na tor B e ck h a s said, that she, as a par ent,
wants to be notified of this procedure, and I suggest that the
best, that what we ought to do in looking at this bill is center
on what is going to enhance notification of the parent a nd n o t
create such a severe requirement in the notification area that
we, in fact, cut off our nose to spite ou r f a ce h e r e . I f we
require two parent notification, in a lot of cases,and al l we
have to go on is the Minnesota experience. We have talked about
it ov e r an d ov e r a g a i n . T he N in n e s ot a e xpe r i e n c e s suggests
q uit e c l ear l y t h at i n a number of cases that the minor girl
would not...would have notified one of the parents but not both,
and the fact that she was required to notify both caused her to
notify n either parent, r esul t i n g i n t h e on l y opt io n sh e
then...weil, she had a couple more options, but the basic option
she would have under the bill is go through the judicial bypass
p rocedure w h i c h un de r the evidence in the Hodgson case is a
rubber s t amp procedure , and abortions were ordered, I think, in
e very c a se , i n eve r y c a s e . So the judicial bypass is not really
a way of avoiding abortion. In fact at least in Minnesota, it
is a rubber stamp of abortion. So what d o w e w an t t o do'? We
want to avoid people going through that. What we want to do is
bring the families together, as Senato r Beck h as said . No t
every family is perfect, not every family is together, not e v e r y
family is functional. So when we come up, when we look at this
bill, I think we have to look at the bill as it is wri t t e n an d
a dopt pub l i c po l i cy t h a t w e b el i ev e , as a body, it going to make
sense . I t h i nk all of us k now inside o urse l ve s wh e t h e r
notifying one parent is suf f i c i en t . I ce r t ai n l y t h i n k i t i s an d
I t h i n k i t i s g ood p u b l i c p o l i cy . I appreciate the opportunity
t o b r i ng i t t o you a n d I h op e t h at y ou w i l l . . .urge yo u t o ad o p t
i t . Tha n k y o u .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . The question is the adoption of the
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