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case of, again I'm thinking of divorce or separated families,
sometimes, in fact many times the wife will have custody of the
child, the husband does not get custody,.

. .

SENATOR ASHFORD: Right.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...however the husband still h as n ot
lost his right of being a parent.

S ENATOR ASHFORD: Su r e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: If we go to your amendment, in most
cases I suspect the parent that would be the custodial o ne m a y
be the one that would be informed.

SENATOR ASHFORD: It could be, but unless a parent's. . .qu i t e
f rank ly , i n m y o p i n i o n , unless a parent's parental r i gh t s ar e
terminated, and you' re right, a custodial parent is just the
custodial parent. The ot he r p ar en t may h ave r i gh t s o f
v is i t a t i o n, may b e p ayi n g c h i l d su p p o r t , m ay have equa l a c c e s s
with visitation to that child half the time. I m e a n I d on ' t
think we can generalize, but each case is different. So i t
would not necessarily be the custodial parent, nor d o I t h i n k i t
necessarily should be, because I think we' re center i n g on t he
minor now. We' re centering on what would make it easier for her
to give the n otice rather than not notify at all, that's the
problem I'm centering on. I know Senato r Lab e d z i s co nc e r n e d
about the relationship between the two parents. I f a l l d o w n o n
the minor child and what she's going through in her mind at that
time, and encouraging notification so that possibly she will not
have to go through the judicial bypass and may select not to
have the abortion, if that be her choice. But . . .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Okay, thank you, Senator Ashford.
That's all I have, Nr. President. Thank you .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . Senator Schmit, please, f o l l o wed b y

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, I' ve not engaged in
much of the debate on this bill. And I listened with a
considerable amount of interest a ttempting t o b ecom e
enlightened. And I have heard most of the attorneys in this
body and Senator Chambers, who could be an attorney if he wanted
t o be , who i s l egal l y t ra ined , w h o has spok e n somewhat

Senator Ashford and Senator Smith.
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