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SENATOR ASHFORD: Correct .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And any one of those four could be notified.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Co r r e c t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: It could be a parent who doesn't have the
interests of the child at heart at all.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Correct .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Members of the Legis l a t u r e an d
those who are so anxious to try to make this a good bill because
they' ve been embarrassed and shown how foolish and dumb this
thing is, how incompetently drafted it was, they want to try to
cover that up with this, and now they' ve got an amendment that
one of the enemies of the bill is offering, and they s a y i t ' s a
good amendment, and they' re going to run and embrace it to their
bosom as Cleopatra did the asp, a-s-p, which promptly bit her,
as - ould b e an t i c i p at e d , and s h e ob l i g i ng l y d ied , as was
intended. Now, here we are in church again today, preaching the
gospel of cruelty to women an d gi r l s . Here comes Senato r
Ashford, trying to make a bad bill worse. And I app l aud h i m
because he has g o t t e n t h e o n e s who support the bill to accept it
and embrace it as a good amendment. These are the thoughtful
people who have considered this bill and they' re going t o t ak e
an amendment like this, which is worse than the bill is r i gh t
now, and I w an t i t t o s t ay a b a d b i l l , t h i s wi l l ma k e i t worse.
A nd S ena to r He f n e r is going to stand up and he' ll support the
amendment, if he speaks, because he's been given h is mar c h i n g
o rders . I l ov e to watch the Legislature in these s i t u a t i o n s
where it is thoughtless, in the first instance, and t h en g e t s
progress i v e l y wor se as i t p r oc e e ds , b ec au s e t hought and
rationality are not going to carry the day. Let's eliminate two
of those possible parents that I discussed ear l i e r . Bu t y ou
will notice that it doesn't say that their natural, a dopt i v e
parents, that it cannot be parents whose parental r ight s h av e
been terminated. That doesn't stop you from being a parent, it
simply means you cannot , u nd er t he l aw, exercis e any
prerogatives that a parent is entitled to. But the fact of your
b eing a p ar e nt cann o t be nu l l i f i ed b y t h e l aw. So we have a
young gi r l l i v i ng wi t h a par e n t , and she kn o w s w ho t h e other
parent is and where the other parent is, and the other parent is
not as strict as the one with whom she lives. S o that p a r e n t
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