May 4, 1989 LB 769

Lynch. SenatorNelson. Senator Labedz.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you. First of all, | want to conmend
Senator Ashford. We did have a discussion during the |unch hour
on his concerns of LB769. And | want to remind the body that
this is the fifth day of discussion on LB 769. |t you recall,
in t_he Jour nal , _this identical amendnent to LB 769 was pri nted
and it was submitted by nyself. |n the neantine, because of all
the other amendnents, | withdrew the anendnent, because at the
same time | did have some concerns about the one parent, and |
di scussed it wi th Senator Ashf Ord as | sai d’ duri ng t he noon
hour. Myoneconcern wasthat, and| will take my fanily, for
|!’13ta.nce | was raISIng three daughters And i t is very
difficult, when your daughter conmes up to you and says MOm o I'm
sorry | came in at two o' clock this nmorning, but don't tell Dad.
So | had to nmake up ny nind whether or not | was going ;g4 ||
Dad that his daughter came in at two o' clock in the morning

she shoul d have been in at ten o' clock. |t's not easy for two
peopl e, when they' re parents of three daughters, to not (iscuss
pro lems with one another. | had the same thought, in a
situation such as this, whena young girl il notify the

mother, and in ny case | nust tell you that it wasn't bécause
they were afraid of abuse fromtheir father, | n often
elr

told them | thought they |oved and respected t fat her nore
than they did ne because they never wanted to hurt their gather
by telling himthat they cane in at two o' clock in the norning
and possibly had a fewbeers. And that happens in every fanily,
so |'mnot confessing to anything that is Wwong. |'m sure these
young people sitting in front sonetines do the same thing, that
they would rather tell dad than nmother, because it would hurt
mother, crvice versa. Andit doesput a burden on gnpe Parem

when they tell either the father or the nother, or notify the
father or the nother that ti.ere is going to be an abortion,” _ 4

then that parent has to carry that burden the,ast of her 1jf
or his life that the daugh' er had an abortion W|th0ut e frather

or the nother know ng about it. But knowing it is a great

concern on many other senators on the floor notifying both

arents, | agreed to this anendnent. portin it

ut | did feel that | had to tell you there aré)sorre c%ncerns
that | had on famly unity when you only tell are and

then it's up to the one parent to decide whet her sh% Inl carry

that, what | call secret, the rest of her life, 5 the rest of
her married life, or if she will finally, 3t some point in time,

tell ~her spouse, her or his spouse. So| will support the
amendnment, even though | have some msgivings, pecause | know
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