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returned the kind of dividends which we frequently hear abou t .
. I h av e se e n som e dedicated individuals who worked i n t hat
department, visited with them, been in a position where, in
fact, they have helped in some instances a few businesses in our
area. On the other hand, the vast majority of businesses, the
vast majority of individuals really cannot benefit from t h e
Department of Ec onomic Development's activities and I am
inclined to be a little bit sarcastic and suggest t hat pe r h a p s
the greatest benefit to t he ec on o my from the Department of
Economic Development comes from the e mplovment ef ce r t a i n
individuals who would not otherwise be employed,and if that' s
the purpose for the agency, that's fine, but I can tell you very
frankly that the vast majority of the people in the State of
Nebraska , i f you ask them what the department did, c ould n o t
identify it, would not know where to go, if you put one in every
community center they wouldn't find it and I'm just at a loss I
guess as to k now, and I'm not quarreling with the motives of
a nyone who proposes what we ar e d o i n g h e r e . I 'd l i ke t o see i t
accomplish something substantive, but when y o u l ook at t h e
overall impact as opposed to the general population, i t wo u l d
seem to me t h at we r e a l l y ar e no t making a s ignificant
contribution. A nother one of my problems i s this, that th e
department has, in some instances, made a substantial benefit
and contribution to an entity in my area only to find another
agency of government carrying out their lawful responsibilities
as dictated by this Legislature that comes out a nd c r eat e s a
burden for that business which is greater than the benefit which
was created by the Department of Economic Development. I f y o u
want some specific examples, I'd like to give them t o y o u, d o
not want to do it here on the floor because it does not serve
the purpose to impugn the good intentions of the i nd i v i d u a l s
i nvolv ed . I t j u st p oi n t s out the contradicting policies of
state government and, therefore, I would suggest that I'm going
to listen more to the debate. I'd like to have, as someone
said, an office in every small town in the state, but I r ea l l y
have not been convinced that the department has been all that
beneficial to the general population. When you contrast it with
the input of business and the dedication of b usines s and
investment by business, I'm not sure that it is significant. I
would, of course, be pleased if someone could correct me on that
and maybe someone will and, if so, I'd be g l a d t o ch an ge my
mind. But I think rather than to talk about pie in the sky, I ' d
like to find someone who can say this agency did that and that
and that and we created some actual benefits. A t t h e p r es e n t
time I have not seen that and I do not know what will happen if
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