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They are in these towns because that's where the universities
are and the state colleges are. They are also in North Platte
and out in Scottsbluff because t h o se ar e under s e r v ed areas.
They don't have the state college or university network, but we
thought they needed to have that assistance and t hat w as som e
legislation Senator Scofield and I and others sponsored a c o up le
of years ago. The idea is to cover the state, to have people
that really know something about economic development, that have
the resources to work with these businesses a n d en t re p r e neurs
that are tied to universities and colleges with expertise that
can take and match up resources with needs for these businesses.
The regional offices, Senator Schellpeper talked about these
folks going out and having coffee with folks. Mell that' s
wonderfu l a n d I t h i nk t h at ' s sw e l l , bu t I ' m afraid that isn' t
r eal l y wha t we need. We d on't need more people out running
around having coffee with people, w e need m or e peo p l e si t t i n g
down and talking about how we take an idea and turn it into a
profitable service or product that can be built into a company
that grows and prospers in this state. Now that's a wonderful
thing and I think it's great that we have more public relations,
and we need public relations, but I just wonder, is that r eal l y
where w e ' re at t od ay ? I think we' re not. I think we' re far
beyond that. We need networking and we' ve got networks. We' ve
got the NBDCs, we have economic development districts out around
the state and they' re trying to do their thing only I'm afraid
they are terribly underfunded and unable to maybe accomplish all
their goals, but it seems to me that these regional o f f i c e s
failed. They failed us once. They were s e en as P R o f f i ces , not
successful in doing the job that they wanted and they were
e l imina te d and t h ey weren't eliminated by me, t h e y wer e
eliminated by the Appropriations Committee several years ago and
we' ve f u n c ti o n ed s ince t h at t i m e , I t h i nk , q u i t e w e l l wi t h o u t
them and now we' re coming back to that as an extensio n t o s ay
w e' ve g o t to h e l p ru r al Ne b r a ska . This is how we' re going to
help ru r a l N e b r a s ka . It isn't the solution to the problems of
r ura l Neb r a s ka. We need exper t i s e , w e n eed r e s o u r ces and we
need those available anywhere and everywhere in the state that
people have a demand for them. I really think that we' re better
off doing different uses with this money. I' ve talked about a
matched marketing...

PRESIDENT: One minute.

S ENATOR WESELY: . . . con c e p t . You take that idea and you work
with bu si n e s se s on a smaller regional basis and you match up
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