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They are in these towns because that's where the universities
are and the state colleges are. They are also in North Platte
and out in Scottsbluff because those are underserved greas.
They don't have the state college or university network, but
thought they needed to have that assistance and that wa some
legislation Senator Scofield and | and others sponsored a couple
of years ago. The idea is to cover the stape, to have people
that really know sonet hi ng about econoni c devel opnent, that have
the resources to work with these pysinesses and entrepreneurs
that are tied to universities and colleges with experPi se that
can take and match up resources with needs for these businesses.
The regional offices, Senator Schellpeper talked about these

folks going out and having coffee with fol ks. Mell that' s
wonderful and | think that's Swell, but |I'm afraid that isn' t
really what we need. VW don't need nore people out running

around having coffee with people, weneed more people sitti ng
down and tal king about how we take an idea and turn it into'a
profitable service or product that can be built into g com any
that grows and prospersin this state. pNow that's a wonderlpul

thing and I think it's great that we have nore public relations,
and we need public relations, but | just wonder, is that really

where we're at today? | think we' renot. | think we're far
beyond that. We need networking and we' ve got networKks. We' ve
got the NBDCs, we have econom c devel opnent districts out around
the state and they' re trying to do their thi ng only I'mafraid
they are terribly underfunded and unable to maybe acconplish all
their goals, but it seems to e that these regional offices
failed. They failed us once. They were seenas PRoffi ces, npot
successful in doing the job that they wanted and they were
eliminated and they weren't elimnated by e, they wer

elimnated by the Appropriations Commttee severg] years “ago ang
we've functioned since that time, | think, quite well without
them and now we' re com ng back to that as an extension to say
we've got to help rural Nebraska. This is how we' re going to
help rural Nebraska. It isn't the solution to the problems of
rural Nebraska. We need expertise, weneed resources and we
need those avail abl e anywhere and everywhere in the gstate that
peopl e have a demand for them | really think that we' re better

off doing different uses with this mdney. |' ve talked about a
mat ched marketing. ..

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATORWESELY: ...concept. Yoy take that idea and you work
with  businesses on a smaller regional basis and you match up
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