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confortabl e, that they know the person they are talking to, that
the person is living within the community, that theerson is
respected and |iked within the community, andthey can go and
have coffee with the individual , of the individual will travel
to all of the towns and have coffee so they know Bob, or Ppete,
or Sally, whoeverit is going to be, an'dthey build a rapport,
and when peopl e begin talking, ideas spawn, andthey are spawned

into growth that can grow jnto somet hing special, and ha
contact personthen takes that spawning idea and brings it E)ac
to Lincoln, and instead of just having a phone g we have
somebody who has been there, who has |ooked at it,who has
talked with the people, whocanbe a direct |iaison that the

peopl e know they can trust, and that is a helpful thi n% whenever
a state agency is working with the people of Nebraska. apq

wi Il have nore to say on the amendment as ny light cones on 444
| give the rest of ny time to Senator Schell peper.

PRESI DENT: You have three minutes |eft, Senator Schell peper.

SENATOR  SCHELLPEPER: (kay, thank _%/ou, Nr. President gapng
members. I would just like to read a little of what the

purpose of the DED field offices really are. "The purpose is to
provide a |ink between. Nebraska's rural communities, the
Department of  Economi ¢ pevel opnent,. and the services of state
governnment. Two of the greatest gapa in rural geyelopment are
the lack of knowl edge at the local level of the forns of
assistance avail able and access o professional staff on an
ongoi ng basis. Of Nebraska's 544 incorporated towns, 80 percent
have | ess than 5,000 people; 78 percent have |ess than 2,500

people. They are largely rural. Theyrely upon volunteers iq
acconplish projects, have part-time government, often no
professional staff in the chamber of commerce and rely upon he
state to make a positive difference in their devel opnent.

Personal interreaction and conm tnent by state governnent : a
key for rural Neéraska. I'd also like to just touch upon why
the four locations were actually chosen. The communities of

Norfolk, Beatrice, Kearney, ard North pjatte were centrally
located in the proposed field service regions and are the
| ocati ons of other service providers and institutions otfJl hi gher
education allowi ng the maxi num potential for a c¢oordination of

services. The npst important point s tha t he physical
| ocation of the officeism%ot as crpitical asthe}act py th
field service representatives will be spending the majority ote

their tine traveling their regions working with the conmuniti es,
I ocal devel opnent organizations, the chanbers of .ommerce. and
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