Nay 4, 1989 LB 813

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: There is anotherone.
CLERK: Thereis an anendnent to your amendnent.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Beyond that there are no other
amendments?

CLERK: At this point that is correct.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I believe then, unless another
anendnent is fi led, that this will be the last anendnent the
body will have to discuss on LB 813 on General File, gnd | do

understand that Senator Haperman has an amendment to thi s
particul ar amendment that we will be discussing as we .

I In
essence, to bring you sonewhat of a history that | don't need to
do, and | won't take a large, lot of tinme on ny opening because
| think the body is well aware of what the amendnent is and what
we are going to be trying to acconplish this nmorning. gyt years
ago, we did have a Departnent of Economic Devel opnent 5t  had
branch offices throughout the State of Nebraska, andthe purpose
was to bring econom c devel opment and what the State of l\gbraska
can do and what the Department of Econom cs can docl oser and
work together with the people of central and \ estern Nebraska,
ﬁartlcul arly in our smaller comunities. Nany t hi ngs have

appened over the years with the Departnment of Economic
Devel opment and the Legislature, gnd | amwell and pai nful l'y

aware that many of the things the departnment has done | ear
past has not sat well with nenbers individually in the rbodgf ana
there are certain decisions that have been madei n the
department in years gone by that have not also set well with

nysel f. However, the department is making efforts with the
present admi nistration, we have new leadership within the
Departnent o Economi ¢ Devel opment, and there is a bill that s
now pending that will be discussed by this Legislature this
session which helps reorganize the Departnment of Economic
Devel opnment into areas that will be nore responsive and nore in

tune to what this body feels the department should have been
doing all along. In order to help take a step forward fromthe
step backwards, and | say step backward because over the years
past the branch offices that were put out with the conmunhities
were closed, nore for political reasons than anything else.
During that particular tine, the Departnent of Economc
Devel opnent, | believe, floundered, but the phoenix does rise,
if it is strong enoughand if it is good enough,andthe

5576



