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a bit but we didn't do them all. My point only is we turned
down a lot of things. We did a lot of things. We have tried to
craft a budget for you that is sustainable, that tries to hit
the needs on the priority levels, hopefully, that we can a gr e e
upon. And , while this not a bad program, it's a good program,
we feel we have contributed as much as we can at this time on a
sustainable basis. I don't want to come back in here and raise
taxes. I don't want to come back i n her e and cut budgets
because you know how hard t h a t i s . We have done that before. Ican' t . . . we ' re both frustrated, the committee, the rest of the
body, it is not a necessary thing to do. I t ' s n o t l ik e w e' r e
not doing things for substance abuse and mental health. I would
hope that we could reject this amendment.

PRESIDENT: Thank you .
Senator Chambers.

SENATOR NELSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the body, a s most o f
y ou know tha t I ha v e b een h e r e , I d i d . . . was t h e main int r oducer
o f L B 2 8 0 t hat was passe d i n 19 8 5 . Th at bill has since
generated over $5 million. Senator Hall did say in detail, andI w o n ' t b ore t h e body on t h i s , that money did go into the
General Fund. The people willingly raised money for alcohol and
drug problems. Everyone of you know it is increasingly worse
and wo r se a nd wor se . During the budget cutting years it was
cut. There was though $750,000 that was freed that was federa l
grant money that there was not money to match so it was an
increase there that may or may not sh o w up . The poi n t of
it...and I truly feel sorry for Senator Hannibal and the members
of the Appropriations Committee. Sometimes I admire them, they
don't have as many bills to present but then when I s e e all
n igh t an d now I see what they' re going through I really do.
When the tax...the last increment of that t ax i n cr e a s e w as a
year ago in October, that bill generated, if I recall, a nd t h i s
is fr o m m emory, $ 1 . 8 m i l l i on i n i n cr e as e . What did we get? A
pittance amount back out of it. I remember l as t f a l l i n t h e
paper, the headlines, Governor Orr, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Her
Priorities. We have not seen the funding come back through for
those priorities at all. Senator Hannibal, I have a r eal goo d
s uggest ion f o r yo u , a quest i o n o f you .

PRESIDENT: Senator Hannibal, would you re s p ond, p l e a s e .

SENATOR NELSON: I shouldn't do this to you but I guess this is
part o f t he p r oc e dure h e r e . I have a good suggest ion where hat

Senator Nelson, please, followed by
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