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confortable with the decision we nade at that tine because we
were going to allowthe flexibility in the DPI to do what they
felt was needed and that woul d have included | eyanping Norfol k
for an expansion and number of beds. That is in their perusal
now to do if they woul d so incline. On the other hand' they are
going to have increasing demands, as has been stated well here
before, about needing beds in other areas perhaps in the
community. It may be converting nursing homes now to sone (5re
of the mentally ill, or whatever. NMany of these issues have to
be decided. Many of them are still comng up and are not really
properly defined. And so | guess | just think we need to take a
real long look at what we're doing here if we vote this pacause
we are taking away a lot of flexibility that | think the DPI
needs. Anot her problemthat Senator Peterson has raised that
think is very legitimate is the fact that Hastings, in spite of
the fact there appears to be beds there, are not avail able as
they should be or at |east not nearly as available as they
should be. The restrictions there, the selection (iiteria are
hard to define and are many tines | think people tChat shoul d be
inthere are not admitted. This definitely needs to be |ooked

at and | think that we still have sone tine to look at this
but...and that's really what I'mtrying to say. | think we need

i I th .
to look a little further before we nake such a nmaj or decision as
this as transferring this noney and | ocking in the renovation of
Norfolk. And |I'mtalking we ought to solve this within the next
few days, at least to Senator Peterson's satisfaction, | would
hope. There is somethingamiss in the figures that we' re
getting fromHastings as to whether there is availabl,e peds ar

whether there isn' t, as to whether Chono Chat Hood aLlm 1lsion Co
'hILAC 01111be admitted QL' whoCILOL" ClLey clul C. Alld. as a L'OL111lt. |

am colliused iLL CILIA 5 ooue Coo becalloo, ao | UAILI, based 011 wi1at

it was a month ago, | was confortable. . Today |'mnot as

confortable with it but | also know that adopting thi's amendnment

will makea shift that | think will be untenable in t?e future
eds

in relation to the funds that are available fromthe as to
whet her...and al so as to whether e can best serve all the
peopl e of the State of Nebraska. So | would urge caution i f we
do adopt this anendnent because it il not solve the whole
problem t hat we' re having and so | would urge at this tine not
Sgc%deolot the anmendnment. You may have my additional time,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Two m nutes, Senator Smth.

SENATOR SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Senator
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