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I't"s better for the people. |t's pbetter for the state and it' s
the right thing to do, and again, would help alleviate the
regi onal center crowding problem And so | see, with the EPCs
and with the community basedorogram initiatives, two ways In

whi ch resources can be put into place +that better serve our
people at a better cost and. .and still take care of the
regional center problemthat we have. \hat |'msaying is there
may be alternatives to this wardbeing opened that woul d be
better spent and better serving the State of Nebraska. In
addition, the idea of serving this over-popul ation by opening up
this ward, again, there is a higher cost to institutionalization

and community based prograns wj|| serve nore people with the
money that we have and we have a broad range of needs and so e
have to understand what the trade-offs are here. jfwe go
forward with this ward, then that neans noney not available for

communi ty based prograns that nay better serve the functions and
needs that we are envisioning here. So |'mjust saying, Senator

Peterson, maybe it's better not to ﬁ_roceed at this time. |et's

take a little effort to talk about this and maybe there are sonme

i deas that we have yet to really fully explore that puypet ter
serve this problem

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time. Senator Hannibal, followed by Senators
Hef ner, Wehrbein and Korshoj

SENATOR HANNI BAI :  Nr. Speaker and menbers, |. | need to state
enphatically that | amvery enpathetic with Senator Peterson and
his goals and | ©believe very, very strongly that Senator

Peterson is working in good faith on this issue gndfeel s...he
feels very strongly that this needs to be done. Ny position and
the position of the conmittee has been that we” probably ought
not to get involved in the department's operations. | guess you
COUJd say that If_ t_hel’e is a roblem it's not neces ril
making the decision to open the regional center at r?o?a, Yo
open that new wing, but maybe it's a problemwith he director
of the department and pmybe we ought to just approach the
Governor and suggest that the director isn't fulfilling his
needs and duties and say we need to have a replacement. Now. |
don't happen to feel that way and | don't think nost people Rer e
feel that way. I think that Dale Johnson has been doing an
excellent job there and | believe the Governor thinks that he
has al so been an excellent job. | happen to. see behind the
glass a former director that was kind of smling back there.
think he was probably saying in his mnd, geez, I'mglad |I'mnot
goi ng through this nyself this tine. But Senator Wesely has
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