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f eder al mandat es but they' vegot alittle hook on it, they say,
if you don' you Leopardl ze your federal funds and in Medicaid
it s $190 mlllon this yea

SENATOR PETERSON: Thank you. That's all for now. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, Senator Hanni bal on deck.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and menbers, | t hi nk
this has been a good discussion to initiate again a revi ew of
the situation with services for our nentally ill and | have been

involved in this now for a long time. \when | was first el ected
in 1979 | was on the Health Committee and that was followed, 4
couple years later, with an effort to close down the rfo Ik
Regi ona Center and | worked with then Senator Tom Kennedp

he was followed by Senator Dick Peterson to keep that regi onaI
center open. I think that's been tal ked about before and it
certainly has been proved to be a necessity and a nmistake would
have been made if we had closed down that facility. SolI'm
supportive of the Norfolk Regional Center for ment al ealth
servi ces. I have been that way all the llyears | ve beenin
the Legislature. Ny concern with this amendment r(ight now is
perhaps we' re not real sure of where we' re going. Andso my
adVlce Senator PeterSOn would be not to proceed with t he
anendment t o perhaps carry on some discussions ywith the
Departm—)nt of Public |nSt|tUt|0nS with Appropr|at|ons Committee
and with the Heal th and Human Services Committee to determne
exactly wherewe are. let ne give you a quick synopsis of where
| think we are. | think Senator Hannibal has gone through the
OBRA provisions and, clearly, we have a nandate that we cannot
et out of , that we nust have not only screening but we nust
ave in place services. Now this new facility may meet sone of
those service requirements but the concept of OBRA is to take
i ndividuals out of a nursing honme setting and move them, |
think, primarily in a community placement setting that woul d
hel P these i ndi vi dual s and be a | onwer cost and be mor e

appropriate services for them To take these individuals out of
a nursing hone and turn around and put themin a regional center

really doesn't acconplish the goal. so, by doing What you're
doi ng, you' re not going to neet the mandaté of ou re
not really saving noney in turning it around and puttl ng i a
different place. You' re actually adding onto the cost. AII

you' re doing is putting off the c¢ost addition until 4 |ater
poi nt ; So | think, asfar as OBRA goes, the depart. we're a
bit confused about what is happening there but | think the
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