Nay 4, 1989 LB 813

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah. Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: Nr. President and menbers, | reluctantly rise to
support this. | say reluctantly because | know the
Appropriations Cormittee has a very difficult job in trying to
define the priorities and they have done the best job they
could. To support the Peterson anmendrment would meanwe would
spend no norenoney. To meet with the.. meet the OBRA demands

by the feds neans sinply a case managemant problem e hav

realize we' |l be serving no nore older people in this regardor
other people whpo mey be affected by the OBRA federal
regul ations. It a matter of those caseworkers now, those
staff people from the Departnent of  Soci al Services |y
adding lines onto the responsibility they already have to plrgg:

these people and manage, hopefully, as bpest in the best
they can in the best interests of those they serve that thev are
placed in, in fact, the best local or institution setting. |{

I think, was adnmitted by nost of us here ¢t nat menbers of the
Appropriations Committee, they' re not quite syre how this
mllion three woul d be spent because the Departnment of Soci al
Services hasn't defined...hasn't actually defined how they woul d
need that much money to in fact,meet those OBRA demands. |
tried to takethetin‘etolookinto it persona||y and deci de
nysel f . | used tobe the old Chairman of the”Douglas County
Soci al Services Program to tell you the truth, while | was
Chairman of the comittee and on the County Board. |t seens to
nme sinply a management problem  To be conpletely frank, it
hard for ne to imagine you would need a mllion three to do that
and given that it seems to make sone sense that we spend no more
money but simply set our own priorities here on the floor to
meet what we think is, in fact, an inportant priority and need.
And so, therefore, | support thenBeterson proposal because |
think it would be in the best interest of all of us in the
state. It appears, fromthe nunbers | have seen that there is
some roomin the Hastings facility but certai nIy not 32 bed
The actual need, | think, depending on who you talk to is weII
over 60 beds. So, opening these 32 beds at Norfol k does seemto
make some economic sense and, in fact, asso many people say
good state policy. So | support it. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Peterson, followed by Senator Wsely.
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