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understand it, there may be enpty beds at Hastings at sone tine

and | guess I...I think it' s.. . to me, it's wasting state noney,
it's al'so wasting county noney that we have to. 4y people have
to drive additional distance and that. Naybe Senator Hannibal

can shed some light on this if he, jf he...do you want to say

sonet hi ng, Senator Hannibal ? vYou | ook |ike you' reready to say
something.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hannibal.

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Wel |, Senator Hartnett, thank you. | heard
the question just fromyou just a few mjnutes ago and | did
have...| looked into it just a little bit and the answer to your

question is, why can' t...the question is, why can't Sarpy County
send their patients to Hastings as opposed to Norfolk' | think

the answer is there is no reason that we know of, whythey
cannot . Now, it may be an internal thing with the. iih the

regional director at Hastings and | understand +that may be a
problem with that. The department director has said that there
would be a |l ogical alternative to do that. If there is

vacancies at Hastings and there is no vacancy at Norfolk, it
mekes sense especially for Sarpy County to yse that facility.

There is no reason in lawwhy it can't happen. The gepartment
director has indicated that it nmakes sense so | WOU|S assune
there is any inpedi ments there, that those could be worked out a
lot easier than saying, well, we're just going to open a new
wing. It doesn't make (interruption).

SENATOR HARTNETT; Yeah, that's. | did not si gn on this with
Senator Peterson because | did get the letter. | did .see the
reference to...you know, they were j nterested in it but why

can't we do thisother, that point of view Anpdso | guess 1

see a waste in county noney to drive...you know, not to...l|
think Norfolk is not that far away but sinply because the
interstate, you know, goes closer to Hastings than i ggoes to

Norfol k and so | sinplyraise the point. pg l?e it's something
we' ve got to get the internal people in the pu¥) IC jnstitutions
to...

SENATOR HANNIBAL: ' would be very interested in seeing the
response you get to your letter.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeabh.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: .. because | assunme it can be done.
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