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resident and famly know edge of requirements of those
facilities and their condition and the ki nds of screening
processes that Senator Hannibal said, and, frankly, none of us

have any idea what...how far-reaching the inpact of this is
going to be but if you have nursing home facilities in vyour
districts, | can assure you that OBRA is going to cause a high

| evel of work requirenments and place great difficulties on
those. And | would sinply like to point out that, at this point
at least, |I'mnot prepared to usurp the power of the director of
DPI, al though | t hi nk Senat or Peterson has rai sed sone i ssues
that we should tal k about and Senator Hartnett was just visiting
with me about sone of the decisions that are made about wlere
you send people, particularly out of Sarpy County, and| think

we need to look at that. But | would suggest, at this point,
that if you are convinced that we should take that action right
now and override the direction of the agency, whichl would not
recommend doing right now, and | decided, frankly, | didn't have

good enough grasp of this situation nyself to decide to override
what the recommendations of the agency were. Byt if you decide
t hat you do and that you want to do that, the only way that you
can do this and not put great stress and real problens on your
own area and on your own nursing homes is to put new money in
here rather than to acconplish this shift. And | would strongly
suggest that if you signed onto this expressing concerns %hat
Senator Peterson is raising that you might be wse to not
support this particular amendment and rethink that again and

decide if you want to, in fact, support him on a subsequent
amendnment to actually add new noney in because to do otherw se |

think you' re going to create sone real problens out there for
all of us in all parts of the state that are going to have to
conply with OBRA and that'swhere this noney is going to cone
out of. It's going to cone out of your areas. It's going to
have an effect on probably the ability of your nursing honmes to
conply with OBRA requirements. And let me also point out that
the way the budget is currently structured we' re probably going
to lose a rather substantial anmbunt of federal funds if we shift
this nmoney as well. And so | think the proper course of gction
here today would be to reject this particular amendnent and
di scuss this issue around the basis of is the emergency right
now so critical that we should put new noney into this ang, in
fact, override the decision of DPI? | really think that's the
proper way to frame this question rather than to acconplish this
shift, because to do this shift you' re going to cause sone
uni nt ended negatlve consequences f or nursi ng homes and the
conpliances all over the state and cost us a Significant anount
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