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priority in the director's eyes. And | realize that Senator

Peterson is fervent about this and that's fine. |don't doubt
his good faith on it. But | hope that you got. | hopethat you
gotacopy...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR HANNI BAL: . ..and naybe | should have given a ¢q y and
made it...passed out. It' s titled...it was dated April 4th and
it" s titled Department of Public Institutions Mental Health
Briefing For Senator Richard Peterson And Inv' ted Senators. Now
| assume some of you went to that briefing. |'mgoing to run
out of time but I will talk more if | need to on this pyt what
this thing says first and forenpst is we have vacancies at
Hastings Regional Center that could tgke the overload from

Onmaha. Now, Omaha has traditionally sent their people to
Nor fol k and they could and should send their people to Hastings
where we have vacancies. |f everything would work the sanme, we
woul dn't need the place at Norfol k. It may be that we still
need it but | would like to see the director nave that
flexibility, nunber one, and certainly | don't want to see us
cut into that...the mandated problems +that we have with the

Nursi ng Honme Reform Act because we do need these gervices. |
don't think it's the judgment of the floor tobe able to
pre-enpt the director of Public Institutions and their staff 3g
to where our highest priority needs are. Andl hope you...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATOR HANNI BAL: ... rejectthe anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or Hefner, followed by
Senator Warner.

SENATOR HEFNER: M. President and nenbers of the body, | ri se
to support this amendment. And what this amendnment would do is
woul d transfer noney to the Norfol k Regional Center to open
another wing. R emember, it was just eight years ago that we
fought the battle in the Legislature to keep the Norfolk
Regional Centeropen. They said they wanted to close it. The
admi nistration said they wanted to close it because there was no

need for it. Well, we proved eight years 590 that we needed
that not only for northeast Nebraska butfor all of Nebraska.
Now it's overflowng so it proves that we were right. So al |

we're doing in this anendnent is asking for the transfer or the’
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