Nay 4, 1989 LB 813

don't know if we' re going to get avote on it or npot but it s
%oi ng to happen, it's going tobe law. We'regoingto havea
100 nmillion property tax relief bill come across our desk ihat
the Governor is going to sign. | don't know if we' re going to
vote on it or not. However,we do have some serious problens
with our budget, people. We have been adding noney like a
100 million is no big thing and it's inportant g hat at
least | talk to you about whether we can afford toraeo a}I these
things we' re doing or not. As | started to gg Senator
Peterson had two options, one was to ask for a straight-out
increase in appropriationsto DPI. Being the fi scal

conservative that Senator Peterson is, he elected to go with
option two which is...which makes at | east nore sense to nme that
we' re going to shift noney out of DPlI's budget fromone area 4
anot her . At | east that's not a budgetary hit, gnincrease like
the rest of you coll eagues have peen doing the | ast coupl e,
three days. Haoever, what is it doing to us? Heis dipping
i.nto an area that we did fund, as a commttee, and it's
$1, 300,000 to give to the Department of Public Institutions that
money and match it with federal funds for one purpose and one
purpose only and that was to be in conpliance with OBRA, the
Omi bus Budget Reform Act, nore specifically part of the Nursing
Home Reform Act and the Nursing Home Reform Acttol d us,
mandated by the federal governnent, that we nust do a couple of
t hings. First of all,we rmust have preadni ssion screening of
our patients, if youwll, to make sure they' re going the yight
El ace and this screen is going to be expensive and we don't even
now for sure what the regulations say on how we' re going to
achieve this but the regulations bod is 400 pages long.
Secondly, we have got to devel op. we have been mandated by the
Nursing Hone ReformAct to have alternate placement fgacilities
between Norfol k Regional cCenter's types of operations and

nursing homes or just being put back out on th str eet .
we' ve got some funds there and this is what the gepartmant askesc?

for and they askedfor the flexibility to be able to use those
funds to neet the highest crisis areas that we have. We have
iven themthose funds. One of the highest crisis options could

e opening the wing at Norfol k i onal Center, 34-bed wi ng.
That's one of the options that the cli:\:elgéctor coul'd do underWItt?e

funds that we have. What Senator Peterson would ask you to do

is (_jon't_ giVe the dl r_e(_:tor of the Departnment of Public
Instit utions that flexibility, don't give himthe chanceto put

those funds where we think the needs gare the hijghest but. go
ahead and open that Norfol k Regional Center, that extra wi ng,
that extra 34-bed wi ng, whether or not we think it's the highest
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