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nunber of nmenbers would nove to anend the bill. The Peterson
et al, amendment appears on page 2076 of the Legislativé
Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Peterson, please.

SENATOR PETERSON: Nr. President and nenbers, this amendnent jg
al.ittle different than what we have been dealing with on this
bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Peterson. (Gavel.)

SENATOR PETERSON: This amendnent is a|jttle different than
what we have been dealing with before. This anmendnent doesn' t
add any money but it does transfer sone money. | did not get to
visit with all of you and | apologize for that but what this
amendnent does it reallocates a mllion three hundred thousand
of discretionary noney that the Departnment of Public Institution
put into their budget and redirects 565,000 of those funds for

the state to open...reopena 34-bed ward at Norfol k Regional
Center_an_d the followi ng year the apgro riation is for
$2.3 million, another 535,000 of Ceneral Fund noney, which would

leave 1,735,000 for the second year. |t was nmy under st andi ng
| ast summer on that...and | guess there was SONM® " pisinformation
but we thought that the DPlI was going to put this into their
budget to open that wing which is very nmuch needed. |t makes no
sense to have 34 beds sitting, whether at Norfolk or Omaha or at
Lincoln, and all we need is funding for staffing which will

alleviate part of the problemout there in what we see as a

problem | knew there was a need for. .for additional beds,
whether it be in Norfolk, Lincoln or Omha, but | didn't realize
how great this was until | got nore working init. Anyof you,
all you need to do is pick up the phone and call your county

attorneys, especially in the pigger counties, talk to the
sheriffs or the policenmen and you will soon find out the problem
is far greater than what | thought it was out there. And the
problemis they don't have any place to go with people out there
now. Ever ything seens to be full constantly. Thereis a need
for both additional hospital beds and there is also a pneed for
comunity hal f-way houses for people comng out of the HospitaPs
or nursing hones. In DPlI's opinion, it seems to be that there
is a higher priority for conmunity programs than there is for
hospitalization and |1'm finding that to be absolutely the
opposite after | talked to nunerous county attorneys, sheriffs
and policenen. Ther e has been overwhel mi ng support, | found,

5521



