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o f ' t h a t that I simply think that there has to be a better
solution. And the solution I am going to offer because I know
what is going to happen here, I t hink the rules will be
suspended, I think the bill will be advanced, I think what we
need to do is understand more what.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...are we facing, and what I think we need to
do is adopt some disclosure amendment to this, n ot pass ing t h e s e
barriers at this point but, instead, try and understand what is
happening out there. How many children are we talking about are
in this circumstance'? How many minors are in need or think they
need abortion? How do we get them into this situation? H ow i s
that they find themselves facing this awful choice? How do we
stop that from happening'? And t h e n on ce t h ey ar e i n t h a t
situation, how do they make their decision? D o they talk to
their parents? Why don't they talk to their parents if they
don' t? We can find that out. We can amend this bill and ask
that that sort of information be made av ai l ab l e on a
confidential basis, and then maybe other eyes will open as my
eyes have that this world isn't perfect, a s w e t a l k ed abou t
before, and there are circumstances out there we don't like to
acknowledge, and that maybe, just maybe, we have got t o go sl ow
on this when I think many of us want to rush to judgment. But
for a lot of reasons,...

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR WESELY: ...I am going to vote against the a d v a ncement
of the bill and hope that others will as well,and not s u s pend

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Ber n a r d - S t e v e ns, p l e as e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you, N r . Pre s i d e n t . Nembers o f
the body, I will just take a minute or two. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g
on the issue, and as I stated before, I have been i n f av or o f
parenta l con s en t and have been paradoxically supporting the
b i l l , a n d I wi l l adm i t i t has b e en d i f f i cu l t . One of the things
that I find that is interesting with the bill is that I find, in
fact I haven't found anyone in the body who disagrees with t h e
parental consent. I don't think I found anyone in the body who
disagrees that a parent has the right to know and s h o u l d know
about things happening to their children. All the discussion

the rules and consider this further.
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