Nay 3, 1989 LB 813

There was $100, 000 request for sustained agriculture that would
cover all phases of Nebraska agriculture. W did not fund that.
Poul try Production in Nebraska, by the way, is $11,716,000,
total poultry production, broilers about 2.3. In other wads,
we did fund the poultry specialists because that has been
requested for several years. The production for fish | was pot
able to obtain. In other words, a statistician does not keep or
does not have records at |east on the amount of fish production
in Nebraska because it is relatively a fledgling industry. So
I'mjust trying to put this into perspective that even though
this is probably a very reasonable request, we just are not
going to be able to fund all of these and that theaquaculture
is still a fledgling industry in Nebraska and | guess in ny
hunbl e opinion it does not justify yet this | evel of
consul tation or what have you especially whenwe have this
expertise available from the Gane and Parks at this tine, at
least on...even if it was only a linmted scale, it ought tg pe
adequate. So putting these things all in perspective, it
doesn't seemto nme that we can justify all this and guess |
would take the position that if this is funded, and | admt
we're on a roll the last couple days, we've been funding nearly
everything, then we ought to seriousldy consi der sustai nabl'e
agriculture. We ought to seriously consider funding the grain
sorghum research advancenent and manyot her good projects that
are going to be conming and are just as justifiable.

PRESI DENT: Senator Barrett, please, followed by Senator Wesely.

SPEAKERBARRETT: Thank you, Nr. President, gnd members. In
spite of the comments of ny seatmate and others, | want to get
my oar in the water on this issue. |t took you a while to catch

that one. This has been an issue in some parts of the state,
Nr. President, for several years. W had hearings out in ny
district three to four years ago. This is an issue which has
cone to fruition. I have a nedical doctor in my district tﬁat
is actually participating in this fish farming industry now.
There are a | ot of frustrated people out across this state.
Peopl e on the floor have indicated we have 12 specialists out at
Fi sh and Ganes, Gane and Par ks Conmi ssi on. That is absolutely
true but they are not jnvolved in aquaculture. They are
involved in streams and | akes and other ventures within  the
department to the best of my know edge. We're asking again,
this year, as we have in the past, for anere pittance, $50,000
for a specialist in aquaculture, an opportunity to build an
industry, to diversify industry in this state. Abouttwo years
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