Nay 3, 1989 LB 813

see that it does date back to 1971. | woul d urge, though, that
you probably, to bring you up to date to the nost recent 1ssue,
if you woul d take a ook on the second page there beginning with
1986 where we, the second 1986that s |isted on that page,
where we start out with LB 5, .excuse me, 757, where wechange
the textbook |oan program and what this provides for is that
the students who arein nonpublic schools that are accredited
and neet all the requirenents that the State Board of Education
lays out for those schools, they are functioning schools,
private schools, have the ability to, when there is an
individual request, loan hooks to students in those private
schools. The issue is the funding nust be there so that there
is no encroachnent on the funding of thosepublic schools. gg
that there has to be a direct appropriation fromthe Legislature
to provide for the program to work. In 1986, there was a
witten request to thelLincoln Public Schools for the |oan of
t ext books. The Legi sl ature appropriated $100 specifically for
the purposes of setting up the test case in the courts. On
April 7th of this year, the test case was decided by the Suprene
Court and they unaninously ruled that there was, through the
passage of LB 757, no violation of either the Nebraska
Constitution or U S. Constitution with regard to the issue of
separation of church and state, and whether or not this, violated
any other provision of either the Nebraska Constitutionor the
U S. Constitution. What | do here is offer an amendnment that
woul d allow for the progranto function. The $150,000 is a
figure that | use. The Appropriations Committee did increase
the funding from $100 to 850 this year and |. frankly, don' t
know the reason for that, and | appreciate it, but |I would offer
this anmendment to increase it just slightly alittle higher to
$150, 000. Wth that, you carclearly read the history of the
background on the issue. The statutes as they are in place
state that it must be a sFecific appropriation to fund this.
That is what. ny amendnent would offer. |t would offer it at a
level that | think would allow for a sufficient appropriation or
a sufficient |evel of use within the program clearly, it is
not a nmagi ¢ nunber by any neans but | think that to provide ¢qor
use of the programakes good sense, especially when we don' t
have any idea with regard to the nunbers that would be using the
programonce it was funded to sone sort of legitimate level. gg
| would urge the adoption of the amendnent to LB 813.

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. Senator Warner, please, followed by
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