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responsibilities of these local groups within the t ime f rame
required both by the federal legislation as well as the s ta te ' s
part i c i p a t i o n . So I wou l d u r g e t he adoption of the amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank yo u . Senator Crosby, followed by

SENATOR CROSBY: Th ank yo u , M r . S pea k e r . I j u s t h a v e a co u p l e
of questions of Senator Schmit, if he would respond.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit, please. Senator Schmit, would
y ou respond t o a qu e s t i o n ?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Mr. President.

SENATOR CROSBY: T ha n k you . I just wanted to straighten out in
my mind, Senator Schmit, the Department of Environmental Control
is the governing agency or the overseer?

S ENATOR SCHMIT: That i s r i g h t . They wi l l be de s i gn a t e d a s a
State Emergency Response Commission.

SENATOR CROSBY: You mentioned General Heng. I d i d n ' t kn ow , i s
that because of Civil Defense, t he f e d e r a l c i v i l de f en se .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Civil defense.

SENATOR CROSBY: I kn ow a l o t o f peo p l e i n Ci v i l De f en se .

Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes .

SENATOR CROSBY: That is why I am asking these questions because
I didn't understand. And when you talk about disasters or
emergency r e s ponse concer n i ng ha z a r d o us materials, like if a
freight car, if there is a derailment and a freight car blows up
or something like that or emits the chemicals that are hazardous
to the air, or a power company with failure of emissions o f t h a t
k inds . We h ad , i n Li nco l n j u st r ec en t l y , we di d h a v e a p r ob l em
at the plant in northeast Lincoln. T he fire department, as f a r
as I k now, cop ed wi t h that pretty well. Is it some of the
smaller communities that do no t hav the training or the
e quipment a v a i l ab l e , i s t h at t he pr ob l e m ?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Yes, Senator Crosby, the problem you outlined
i n L i n c o l n i s ex a c t l y t he sort of situation which t hi s wou l d
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