May 3, 1989 LB 813

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator Vesely. (Gavel.) Proceed.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you. Nr. Speaker, members, we did pass a

bill a couple of years ago which bl ocked the continued use of
jails to place energency protective custody cases in the gstate.

We had problemswith the nentally ill being taken and placed in
jails. People felt that was the wong place to take these

I ndividuals and so we did pass legislation that would in 1991,
January 1 of 1991, stop that practice. |n tryjng to anticipate
the service needs then to create an alterna%/i ve systemto deal
with these emergency protective custody cases we have developed
last year a $300,000 program in Lincoln for Regi on V Nental
Heal th Services System and there we have established out on the
Regi onal Center Canpus a protective custody center. That center

is underfunded by about $150,000. They need another $150,000t0
mai ntain that. The experience there has been a positive one but

the cost has beengreater than anticipated. wWedo not have in
place in other areas of the state an emergency protective
custody system, and there i s now devel opi ng an approach and
pl anning to deal with that problem Here i s the situation.
This year and next year are the times in which we nust put into
the systemthe support we need to have the services in place go
that these individuals don't have to be jailed, and the
conmittee did add $300,000 to the 300,000 appropriated |ast

year, so now weare talking about $600, 000. amendnent woul d
i ncrease that by another $300,000, so we would have $900,000

into the system but, ultimately, itis estinmated that we need
to dOUbl.e that and to haVe Somewhere in t he range of 2 to
2 1/2 mllion dollars in services for these energency protective
custody cases, and that tine will cone in the very near future
when we have to have that systemin place. This year and next
year are the only times we have to initiate that activity, gng
.sol am basically alerting the body and the commttee to
consider once again the gravity of the situation. pat of the
problem that we have had in this matter s the Department of
Public Institutions only submtted a $300,000 request for
funding, and as a result, that is what the committee did

support. The Department of Public Institutions should recognize
that there is a greater problemhere and greater funding is
needed, and hopefully we can work with them ;. [ecognize that

situation. Sowherewe are at is that we have put sone ungi ng
in. We are starting to deal with this issue, but {pe time is
running out when we need to address the problemconpletely.
have but two years to do that, and | don't think we are
preparing adequately with +the noney now in the budget to neet
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