Nay 3, 1989. LB 813

oh, and | forgotthe percentage, put it is a very high
percentage of people over 65. The nost inportant thing in their

life is to stay in their own home. They need in-home services.
They need help and, believe nme, if they Pwlad to | eave their homF

and go into a high-riseor a nursing hone and be taken care o
by the counties, we would see an expense that we can't pelieve.
The_ |n-home_se_rV|ces are very important to them direct
services, and it is to those that are most in need, in some
cases have no fanmily whatsoever. They are calling me constantly
asking for help. Senator, | believe, Hannibal mentioned hunman
services of any programis inportant and very necessary and |
believe strongly in all human service progranms, but the nost
important of all the programs that we have, regardless whatthey
are. are the in-honme services for the elderly. We.i n 1982
passed the |egislation. I think we ought to keep’ our word ahd
at | east give themwhat they are asking for nd proviﬂe. tnose
services that are necessary to keep the el aerly In their hone.
I know that the churches do as nuch as they possibly can for the
elderly, at least they do in ny parish, but we can g do so
much. There is only so many,.there are so nany el derly people
inny district, and especially in ny neighborhood, our church
can't keep up with it. We can't keep up with our schools. e
can't keep up with the upkeep of the church, |et alone the
services that are necessary for the elderly. | gtron ly approve
of the amendment by Senator Smith and |I comrend her and the
other senators that signed on as a co-sponsor of the 5mendment
and | am very proud that I amone of them s5|urge you to
adopt the anendnent to LB 813.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Smth.

SENATOR SMITH: Thankyou, Nr. Smaker, and thank you, Senator

Labeds, for being the one and only at this point in tine who
stood up and said, you know, this is sonething that we need.

would I'ike to make a few points. Senat or Hanni bal, | think
maybe we need to have a little clarification. pjgn't | hear you
sa ou funded them 10 percent of their budget? i
co?r)éct. You fundedpt hem 10 percent of sf]he CASATI??Jtndi IngS] V\PlIOE:h
was a bill that was passed in 1982. That is state aid not
their budget, so that anount that you said, by the way, 'l want
everyone to know, is $110,000. ves, but it is not 1/10th of
t heir budget. Ri ght. | want you all to keep in mind that the

Area Agencies on Aging are considered to be through the Ol der
Anericans Act established by the federal governnment the unbrella
agency for aging services and programs across the nation. Thig
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