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level, obviously, the higher the level of service. With that
there is n o disagreement, but the increase of 10 percent each
year is fairly consistent with what was attempted to do in other
areas, and that is the basis for it. That wou l d hav e added
144,000 the first year and 297,000 the second year, so i t w o u ld
have been slightly less, but it would have pr ov i d e d f o r some
growth in b oth y ears of the biennium,a nd fo r t h a t r eas o n , we
felt that that was adequate.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hannibal, please.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Nr. Speaker and members, Senator Scofield and
Senator Warner have said the same k ind of t hing that I was
planning on s'eying as well, but it is worth repeating because we
do have a bill that we did make to the Area Offices on Aging a
10 percent increase in their budget in aid. S enator Smith is
suggesting that is not enough„ that she would like to go up to
33 percent, I believe, and it is important that we s t o p and
unders t an d wha t we ar e do i ng her e with this bill. W e ar e
increasing with these amendments more and more all the time. We
have requests sitting on the desks down in committee that would
have l i k ed t o hav e increased everybody by a third or more or
doubie. If you take a look at the b ack of y our agenda , the
green sheet agenda that is on your clipboard, take a look at the
bills that are sitting there for y ou to look at, to make a
d eci s i o n o n s p e n d i n g , on Final Reading, and then look what is on
Select Reading. You don't even see what is on General File yet.
That is not to count all the requests that we had i n co m mi t te e
and all the bi lls that we had in committee. Those are i s su e s
that you are going to have to make a spending decision on before
this session is over. Now if there are issues t here t h at y ou
t h in k ar e v e ry i mportant, try t o weigh that with what is
available. There is no question that the Department of Aging is
a very good department and the services they provide out through
the areas, CASA, are very worthwhile services. I m ig h t po i n t
out that many of those services are not need-based, by the way.
Those are available to anybody over 65 years-old r egard l es s of
t heir ability to pa y . It doesn't mean that they aren' t
worthwhile but they aren't need-based . Much of the bu dget
increase that we did do with the committee recommendations were
based on needs, abilities to pay. This area is not based on it.
Obviously, they work very hard with volunteers. They do h av e
donation guidelines that they like to see people contribute and
they do a good job of that, and I am not trying to pick out one
singl e i ssue and say this is a bad idea, we have go t t o s t op
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