Nay 3, 1989 LB 813

| evel, obviously, the hjgher the level of service. Wth that
there is no disagreenent, but the increase of 10 percent each

year is fairly consistent with what was attenpted to do in other
areas, and that is the basis for it. That would have added
144,000 the first year and 297,000 the second year, gg5it would
have been slightly less, but it would have provided for some
growth in both years of the bienniumandfor that reason, we
felt that that was adequate.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hanni bal, please.

SENATOR HANNIBAL:  Nr. Speaker and nenbers, Senator Scofield and

Senat or Warner have said the sane kind of thing that | was
pl anning on s'eying as well, but it is worth repeating because we
do have a bill that we did nmake to the Area Offices on Aging a
10 percent increase in their budget in aid. Senator Smith is
suggesting that i s not enough, that she would Iike to go up to
33 percent, | believe, and it is inportant that we stop and
understand what we are doing here with this bill. We are

increasing with these amendnents nore and nore all the tinme.
have requests sitting on the desks down in committee that ,oulq
have liked to have increased everybody by a third or nore or
doubie. If you take a look at the pack of your agenda, the
green sheet agenda that is on your clipboard, take a ook at the
bill's that are sitting there for youto |look at, to make a
decision on spending, on Final Reading, and then | ook what is on
Sel ect Reading. You don't even see at is on General File yet.
That is not to count all the requests that we had ., committee

and al | the bills that we had in conmttee. Those are issues
that you are going to have to nmake a spending deci sion on before
this session is over. Nowif there are issues there that vyou

think are very jnportant, try to weigh that with what is
avail able. There is no question that the partnment of Aging is
a very good departnent and the services they provide out through
the areas, CASA, are very worthwhile services. I ight point
out that many of those services are not need-based, nb)g the "way.
Those are available to anybody over 65 years-old (ggardless of
their ability to pay. I't doesn't mean that they aren' t
worthwhile but they aren't need-based. Much of the budget
increase that we did do with the conmittee recomendati ons were
based on needs, abilities to pay. This area is not based on it.
Obvi ously, they work very hard with vol unteers. The do have
donation guidelines that they like to see people con%/ri but e and
they do a good job of that, and | amnot trying to pick out gne
single  issue and say this is a bad idea, wehave got to stop
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