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now it's reached the point where we have, a5 you will...you're
having a map handed out to you which will show you the counties
in the state in the eight area agenci es on agi ng areas that have
no services. There is no way they have noney now to extend ihe
services to these counties where nothing is in place without
additional funding fromthe state |evel. And | would like to
just give you a few exanples of the kinds of services that I'm
tal king about. You realize, of course, that Neéraska is very
high in the nunber of elderly population. W rank eighth in the
nation in nunbers of elderly persons in proportion to our total
popul ation, about 61,000 ol der Nebraskans, gage 65 years of age
and ol der and of these about half are 75 years of "age and ol der.
Qur people are living |onger, becoming nore frail, more at risk
and nuch nore in need of in-home kinds of services and hat s
exactly the intent of this amendnment. It would e to
appropriate funding for those kinds of services which woulg hel p
maintain folks in their home rather than haying to resort to
instituti oml i Zﬁ/dbd_car_%Mi ch is at a much higher |evel of cost,
at a tinme when I cal dollars are increasin [

from | believe, about $13 mllion to $30 ml| igoﬁoinr?lq?n%a%gst
fewyears. That's the increases alone. This money would be
wel | spent if we could put this anpunt of npney, $400,000 as a
start, at least, to building those services that” would provide
in-home kinds of things, helping to maintain people and nake
themremain a viable part of their community. No additi onal

adm nistration dollars || be needed because it's already all
in place. The area agencies are already there. The total noney

that we put into this programw ll go g direct services, to
those who nost need it, the frail elderly folks of Nebraska.

ask your support for the amendnent and | would answer any
guestions that you m ght have.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. For discussion purposes, Senator

Scofield, followed by Senators \warner, Hannibal, and Crosby
Senat or Scofield. '

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Nr. President and menbers, Senator Smith has
I ong been an advocate of this programand | guess | terms of

what she is saying philosophicallyijs at |east consistent I

think generally with what we have said, and that is when you
can, keep people in the homes. | would point out again that the
conLnttee di d.h_ t hr ough LvE\;h'Mr?]”' reconmend a 10 percent increase
each year in this programwhich is consistent the agenc

request . Senator Smith is obviously pushing tm s upto %vﬁat yI
think the intent was with the original 1982 legislation, that is
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