Nay 3, 1989 LB 813

North Platte Procurenent Office.
SP~ BARRETT: SenatorBernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS Thank you, Nr. President‘ and members

of, the body, today is a much brighter morning, a |ittle fog out

there. It's a nice early norning. went hone yesterday feeling
alittle blue but all of a sudden that old radio song ¢ame on,

Don't Worry, Be Happy", and, by golly, | didn't worryand | was
happy. ~ And |'m happy this nmbrining. | may need that son% agai n
this afternoon but | feel a lot better this norning, than

you.
This particul ar amendnent, | believe, is the Procurenent Ofice
amendnent and the Appropriations Committee did avery reasonabl e
thing when they reduced the funding, in ny opinion. But some
thingfs have happened. I would like to go through a brief
little...little history of that if | ¢an and. certainl th
menber of the Appropriations Comittee va\)no I's going to work wi't
that can correctme if I'mwong in a couple of areas. |pgpe

not to be. We have, in the State of Nebraska,

office and, yes, it does happen to be in l\brthaP‘ivgﬂ%r,nNeBrrgsrkcah
but if it was in Inperial or Scottsbluff or Chadron, I would po
supporting the same thing. It just happens to have been, for

the last two years, in North Platte. Byt this office, what it

does is companies. .. and an exanple | will use will be a printer,

the government, as you can imagine, uses a |ot of paper, in
fact, | "Aink if you want to destroy the United States you
wouldn't have to wuse any military weapons, destroy the copy
machi nes within our bureaucracy and we would crumble within

m nut es. Thereare a lot of paper, 3 |ot of forns that we have
touse. If I were a printer, | would like to get in on that ;;
| could. How can | print some of those fornms? Andso what
happens is companies that try to get jnto the federal

government's bureaucracy of the bidding process get lost. Tne
Procurenent O fice helps cut through the tape for them it helps
get that done. In Nebraska, wehave been very, very suyccessful
SZveob\:ezlrw osi)lt%imeldl Ib?/nN\g%rrtahs kOeI b%%ri]tnreas%tess over the |ast ?ew years
about $10 million that is fromthe federal goegr(jhrg&%lnt’hatt\b\%bla
normally be going to other states so the areas have come to
Ntfak]:t)ra?kg. Agd tnf?St of that, in ny opinion, is attributed to the
effor one e Procurement Office.

office whi chytakes care of the central andT\pees%Neer%teprar}t gtr.ar{ﬁg
State of Nebraska, under the Appropriations Coomittee, a5 not
funded and for, | think, a good reason. The Departnent of
Def ense came and said to the State of Nebraska and other giates
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