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at in order to protect her "ownself" and she says, yes, |. phow
do they do this'? Do they say, do they read this to her and"tqwey
say, you know, you' re going to have to have a child ynless you
say...unless you declare that you are a victimof sexual abuse,

negl ect or physical abuse, so she says, yes, | was. Qkay, what
can this do to the family if in case the girl is lying to
protect herself? And she, |'msure, would not be awareof what
this will do to her famly. Wen we talk about crimnal law in

these sections here, what will this force the authorities to do?
Senator Ashford, can you answer that for ne'?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time has expired. I'm sorry, time has
expired.
SENATOR SNITH: |I' Il press my |ight again.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Ashford, your light is next, if you' d
care to answer Senator Smith's question on your tine.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Yeah, | think that's one of the real problems
with the bill, thank you, Nr. President, nmenbers. What it would
do is require the...that that information be turned over to the
authorities at which point, I think as any prosecutor, geapator
Kri stensen and ot hers who have been prosecutors will know, that
nost likely that would lead to investigation on an incest charge
and possibly prosecution which certainly isn't going to enphance
the famly or try tobring it together. That was one of the

problems | also had with the bill. One of the...l really think
that, unfortunately, | think we have to cone down to not whet her
or not we believe a fetus is a livingerson or not. | think
what the debate really needs to center on, andl think it has in
part, is whether or not this |egislation works. And | don't

think wi thout the Lynch anendment, without the Bernard-Stevens
amendnent, it doesn't work. And | think the only evidence we
have of a statute like this and how itworks is the N nnesota
experience and, by the way, the Ninnesota Crcuit Court s the
only court in the United States that has found a law like this
to be constitutional. Ny reading of it, and it is on appeal ¢q
the United States Supr .nme Court and that is avery good reason
why the Lynch bracket notion was appropriate. pButif you read
the case, the Hodgson case versus State of Ninnesota and you
read the mpjority opinion, and I'm quoting fromthe maj ority
opinion here that talks about the problems with this bill. |
said, and this is referring to the lower court. The court al so,
and the lower court found this to be an ynconstitutional pi ece
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