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SENATOR HANNIBAL: Nr. President, members, thank you for
allowing the indulgence of this debate to go on. I a p p r e c i a t e
the fact that the question hasn't been called. I do apprec i a t e
the fact that many of you have heard what you need to hear, but
sometimes, as Senator Chambers says, you have to speak for the
record, and I presume I am going to be doing that now. I am
going to support the bracket motion. I don't know about the
rest of my colleagues on the floor but I can say, u nequivocal l y ,
in my district there is no issue that is more i mportant to my
constituents, at least vocally, than this issue, the pro-life,
pro-choice, parental consent, parental notification. There i s
no issue that is more divisive in my district than this, and i t
comes down pretty heavy on the pro-life side, and I hav e been
accused b e f o r e o f bei ng called not pro-life by.. . i n a p a s t
election, and that is not true. I have no doubt in m y mind
that, if I don't vote for 769, I w i l l be ac c u sed agai n o f b e i n g
called pro-abortion. It probably would lead to my demise as far
as reelection, if I so choose, u p n e x t ye ar . I hav e four
daughters and a wife that are all good Catholics. We have
discussed this issue at length. I have a 14- y ea r o l d and a
1 5-year o l d r i g h t no w . We have discussed this in the last three
weeks at length. I have talked to them about the compassion or
lack thereof of this bill, and they have all said to me, it is a
good idea that parents be notified, they'd come to us. A nd I
think it is a good idea, too, because the issue on 769 is a very
simple argument, shouldn't parents of 13-, 14-, 12-year old kids
have the right to be informed of whether their daughter is going
t o ha v e an abor t i on a n d , obviously, the answer is yes. I f i t
happened in my family just that way and we would be there, if it
happened in your families, if it happened in your f r i ends , my
friends, but as Senator Chambers and many others have said, this
is not a perfect world, and al l f am il i es o u t t he r e a r e n ' t l i k e
yours and mine, and this bill doesn't have compassion f or t h at
population, that small population, hopefully, very smal l , w h e r e
the young girl of 13 or 14, that could be my daughter or yours,
feels like they have no choice. They don't have a choice, if
they find themselves in this unfortunate situation, that they
can't go to a judicial review because they have never even heard
o f a j ud g e o r j ud i c i a l r ev i e w . They can't go home to their dad
because their dad is not there or their dad is going t o be so
horr i f i e d t hey j ust can't face that. They can't go to their
parents because the mother is living with somebody who i s t he
abuser and is too timid to speak out against it because she is
lonely and a f r a i d o f l osi n g h e r f r i end . S o what do t hey h ave t o
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