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going to hold water to some degree jf you transfer them to
N ebraska. You know the numbers are hig Anong teen fathers,

only 50 percent will graduate from high school. Teen marriages
resulting froma pregnancy are two or three tines nore likely to
end in divorce than are nmarriages anong ol der coupl es. And

Wi t hout education, without confidence in their abilities to
becone sel f-sufficient, these young people enter into a downward

spiral of poverty and |owered self-esteem Children of teen
parents are less likely to attend preschool, less prepared g
school as a result, and nore likely to drop out with deficient
skills which prevent themfromconpeting in -he |abor market.
The cycle continues, |eaving these young people severely,
economically and educatlonally disadvantaged. The cost to

society is very great, and this is one of the probl ems that
needs to be addressed by us as a society. You will look at

the statements that | passed out to you earl regarding the
dropouts, the pregnant female dropouts, a |ot of peopie night be
wondering how many teenagers are we tal king about when 0" {41k
about preventing dropouts. Senator Bernard-Stevens started to
go into these statistics. It's difficult to tell pecause when
t eenagers dropout of school there are about 16 dlfferent reasons
listed on the formns.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: And the superintendents fill themout, 5t the
students themselves, so it's often difficult. The general
di sli ke of school is the first reason, other is the second
reason, parental influence s the thi rd reason. But femal e,

r egnant dro outs could be anpongst all those i
Ft:')oog Fr)1en it says that |% 1987- 88t here \Ofvgr]eer On?atﬁgorleg,
can rest assured that out of that 1,645 total nmany of those wer e
al so pregnant. |If you |look at the Departnment of Health figures,
down bel ow, that gives you statistics for females who are
21-years of age or younger with Iess than a 12th grade
education. In 1987 that was 1,475. finall the | ast
statistics, and SenatorNorrissey asked fre about th are the
bD_epﬁrtme*nt of Health statistics about the pjumber of teen
irths.

PRESIDENT: Time.
SENATOR SCHINEK: ... and what their grade level is. Andl want

to clarify, that is their educational level, not their actual
grade level or where they would be according to their age in
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