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rather that the Legislature do it as we did in the case of city
counci| members and school board nenbers, recognize the issue.
And, Senator Lynch, the reason | want t{ hese matters into the
record is to make it clear that when the discussion was had

before the Legislature, none of these matters were |eft out .
Al'l of these i ssueswere before the Legislature, gpg whatever

decision is nade, it v,s made with these matters before I't, ith
this information a matter of record, an appeal made on the basis
of why federal courts have imposed district elections, the
pointing out that a federal judge did inpose district elections
in Nebraska alr eady, so that if it conmes to that, then the gte
can be taken without having to prove all of those things even
t hough they don't have to be proved. The point  |'m making is
this. When we have farnmers speaking, it goes w thoutsayihg by
members on the floor that farmers are in a position to
understand the problems faced byfarmers. Butwhen | whohave
been bl ack 51 years will indicate that there are problems and
situations we face that are not addressed by white people, gyep
when they are well-intentioned, that cannot be accepted, but ethe
enpirical evidence is out there for anybody to see, that we need
representation, that when representation js denied, a very
substantial means by which problems can be addressed has been
wi t hhel d and other methods will be seized by people 5 change
their condition. And many tines these nethods don't imedi atglgy
bring about a <change but it mght give the inmpression and the
feeling to people who otherwi se are hel pless and voiceless iha¢
they are doing something that is going to make 4 change.

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: | hope that the Legislature will recognize
the fact that in over 70 counties in this state where they are

homogeneous and all the peopleare white, they have district
elections in order that all elements of the county can be

represented. But in the largest county in thegiate where the
largest minority population lives and obviously pa5s tremendous
probl ems that are not being addressed, |'mtold there ghould not

be district el ections pecause at large +takes care cf this
situation whereas at large does not take care of tpne sjtuation
in the majority of counties in this state. |t js a difficult
row that | have to hoe.

PRESIDENT: Time.
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