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testified, testified in favor of a comm ttee amendment tnat
conpletely gutted the bill. Nowyouhave on your desk a letter
froma M. Jack Strain. Now, M. Strain, I can say, probably
would have been at the hearing had he known that the entire
testimony was going to be on Joslyn Castle and naking it a state
park. So in one Wa?/_the public was not notified as to the ¢rye
extent of this public hearing. That kind of sets the scene for
what I'mtrying to do. Now sone of the testimony on |B164 b

one of the senators, he said, "The people of the State o
Omaha...of the State of Ormaha need to know nore about the parks
system " So that also sets the scene as tc just exactly what
happened at this hearing. You also have a handout that tes,

this is fromthe Appropriations Committee's material, # ne 'of
the state funds appropriated in this section shall be ,geq for

Varner Hall, formerly Regents Hall, since it is not owned by the
state. " Joslyn Castle is not owned by the State of Nebraska.
It's owned by the School Board of Omha. If you will notice at

the top of the sheet, jt says "There is i i
appropriation to this program $50¥OOO Gener al II—'Entljan# (L#je a(IZIn| |tth)(/a
mai ntenance and planning activities related to the Joslyn
Castle." W cannot, according to the Constitution, yse state

funds for a privately owned entity and that's what this js.

It's  a privately owned entity. The statute also says that you
cannot have a state park in an urban area. That was the i ntent
of the Legislature when they passed the statute. sgowhat this
does, it takes 5.6 acres and turns it into a state parKk. Now
what they' re saying is we want $50,000 to do what? 74 stop the
bui I ding fromdeteriorating nmore? pno, it says for maintenance.
Well, ~ how can you spend 'tax dollars for maintenance for

something the state doesn't own? That is unconstitutional. aApd
then it says, planning activi ties related to Joslyn Castle.
What are pl anning activities? go what this anmendnent does, it

renmoves from LB S13 the $50,000 +that is to go for facility

maintenance and planning activities related to Joslyn Castle.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you. Di scussion? Senator Ashford,
foll owed by Senator Croshy.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank  you, M. Speaker .and members = |
appreci ate the opportunity to clarify the record on the issue o
Joslyn Castle. LB 164 was a bill originally brought to the
Legislature to discuss the issue of historic preservation. t
the time of the hearing or prior to the hearing before the
Governnment Conmittee, the bill was changed or the (jrection of
the bill was changed to provide for sonme enabling |egislation to
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