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the Ethanol Board to proceed. I amnot very pleased with t he
way the Ethanol Board hasbeen conducting itself. |nfact a

constituent of mine, Ms. Wanda Dahlsten, was recently appointed
to the board and just recently resigned fom the board based
upon the fact that the board handled itself very poorly, in her
opinion, and | think, internally, the board needs to get its act

together, but as far as the bids that have been out {pere he
interest in devel oping ethanol prograns in this state, 'l t}'n nk
we' re right at the edge of getting sone substantial things done.

And so, taking the money away fromthem eventhough we're not
necessarily putting it in other areas, it' s,still going to be

available for the board to use at a later date, it seems

appropriate that we just continue to allowthemto keep the
funds and, hopefully, the right projects will come along that
they feel is i mportant enough to make an investment i'n. They
have been, | think, very prudent in their approach to the pjids

the of fers that have come in from various gusi ness interests I'n

the ethanol industry and | think that's wise. As| said, there
have been some 20 different conpanies that are show ng interest
in the ethanol industry in our state and | think it would be
unwis s of us to hand..  basically, handcuff the committee or the
board at a time when really it looks as if some progress ijg
going to be made. And | would just ask this body. this s |
said, is not asking for state tax dollars, this is sfrrprry ésﬁl ng
to put the noney back into the program so that they can continue

to operate and, hopefully, a project will be devel oped ithin
the next year so that they can make a substantial invest men% I'n
it. Wth that, | would nove the anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRET . Thank you. Senator Coordsen, discussion,

foll owed by Senators Warner and Snith.

SENATOR COORDSEN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and nmepbers of the
body, a few years ago when the Legislature created the .peckoff

for the devel opnent of the ethanol industry and the | evy of one
and a half cents a bushel with a one-cent refundable provision
was placed upon the producersof the major feed grain in the
State of Nebraska, | was probably one of the people that was

opposed to it, not fromthe. .well, | know | was opposed to it,
not fromthe standpoint of a iack of belief ﬁ thfe. i ndustr
y, five

was not a viable industry, but from basica years o
exposure to pronotions by what could be gently termed as con nen
in the industry that were traveling the United States trying

attract public dollars as a reward for their technical expertise

I think was a fairly comobn term that we sawin all the
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