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are. Now w hen we get on the bill I'm going to explain to you
why I feel that the bill as written is unconstitutional and that
i t does need t o b e c h anged a n d w e d o ne e d t o d i scus s
alternatives. There are two basic reasons for it. I n the Ak r on
case t h e 4 8- ho u r notice provision has been h e l d t o be
uncon...24-hour noti ce provision was he l d t o be
unconstitutional. We need to work on that provision. The
two-parent provision, I believe, is unconstitutional. You jus t
simply, you disrupt a f a m i l y by r equi r i ng a t wo- p a r en t
not i f i c a t i on espec i a l l y when you have families t hat ar e
separated, divorced, disfunctional. The two-parent requirement,
in my opinion, is unconstitutional. I t i s J ud g e L ay ' s opinion
in the Hodgson case that that makes this bill unconstitutional.
That is not to say, as I told Senator Labedz, that is not to say
that the concept doesn't deserve discussion. But to discuss it,
we need to discuss reasonable alternatives. Judge Lay t a l k s i n
his dissenting opinion in Hodgson about reasonable alternatives,
that if we d iscuss reasonable alternatives to guarantee the
rights of the young girl.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...if we tal k about co nstitutional
protections, if we talk about reasonable ways, for example, in
the two-parent situation. If you have a disfunctional f amil y ,
i f you have a d i v or ce situation where the one parent lives
somewhere else , why do we have to require that that other parent
be notified? These are alternatives that we should discuss, but
they are not going to be d iscussed , as Sen a t o r L andis say s ,
because there is another agenda out here, you take this bill or
go home. And I think we as a body have to be policymakers and
not lemmings. We have to look at the bill and say, is it going
to work, is it going to deal with the abortion problem i n a
reasonable way and is it going to be compassionate to both the
unborn and compassionate to the young girl? And I sugg es t t o
you that this bill as written is about as compassionate to the
young gi r l . . . I c an ' t t h i nk of anything less compassionate.
Ther are a lternatives„ but they need to be discussed. The
Lynch amendment is a start. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator L abedz .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank y o u , Nr . P resi de n t . W hen Senat o r
C hambers e n t e r e d the Chamber he mentioned the fact that he had
to run up the stairs and that it was not v ery n i c e of us t o
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