April 27, 1989 LB 769

listen to that argunent, if it's out there, and then form
is t

judgment. But what is before us right now

a
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reconsi deration notion and | hope you will vote aye.

h

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Landis, lease,
Senat or Nel son t hen Senat or Ashford. P followed by

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, nenbers of the Legislature, Ernie,
you just don't get it. This bill is not about a right to know.
This bill is not about people knowing what their ri ghts are.
You don't understand this game. Now you're a very bright fellow
and you've been here for years, longer than | have, but the
masks have got to be pulled off here. This is not about the
right to know. This is about harassing wonen; this is about an
attenpt to make sure that abortions don't occur; this s n
attenpt to make sure that we can findwhatever |everage can ge
used to stop this decision fromoccurring. I't is an attenpt to

continue a political agenda. It is one of a wide variety of
foruns in which that political agenda jg oing _forward.

{EEYRr gl
happens to be done at the expense of the conStitutional rights
of wonen, but that's the grist py which this m |l operates.
Senator Chanbers, | suppose you'd like to ask for a reasonabl e,
reasoned piece of policy fromthis body that, in fact, attenpts
to analyze an elicit a reasonable right to know from he young
woren, fromtheir parents and fromthe state, but that''s not

what this bill 1s about, because we have no intention of
i nform ng woren what their rights are. We don't want them to
know what the law says. As a matter of fact, the more the child
can be made ignorant of what this law will do, 'the better

because, if, in fact, they learn about it, find out what their
rights are, they mght exercise those rights, anqif they do, an
abortion might follow and that's what is at staue. There are to
be no moreabortions. That is what the bill is about. Now. we
can all sit here and try to argue about the right to know and
how far it should extend and how stron? fam lies are and
parental involvenent and how it's good or bad for young wonen to

be involved in this process. We can talk about the health of
the young wormen. Oddly enough, the University of M nnesota did

this study of the trauma of girls going through ;pe bypass of
the court procedure, testing their heart rate, testing their
pul se and found out that the physical deprivation gof going to
court and asking a judgefor perm ssion to get an abortion was
physically nore traumatic to the body than was an abortion
procedure itself. — But that fact is irrelevant because that' s
not what this bill is about. This bill is about doing away with

5253



