April 27, 1989 LB 813

i ssue which we, | think probably all of ys, felt had to be
addressed, needed to be addressed and that was an appropriate

way to doit and it was a sufficient A bill allocation of funds
that would likely take care of it. The ot her thing | have seen
happen, too, that is not a part of this bill is where the agency
does not make a request and then someone is asked to _introduce
the bill to put that amount into the budget and then, in e ?

the agency can take the position, and does, that, well, it's not

one of their priority items but, yes, they need 't:and it s a

neat way to circunvent their own prlorlty judgnments and | have a

feellng it's used that way in Submtt|ng a strai ght budg?t
m

continuation. And the reason | only bring it up, It
conpl ai ning about the process pyt the Legislature can
easily be used to it's disadvantage as that "grows and one ough¥

to keep in mnd that that can be a process that is intentionally
used to create sone issues where perhaps they shouldn't be | geq
in the fashion that they are. |t's not unlike, by the way, when
I first became a nenber of Appropriations Conmittee there was a
process called letter request. And the letter request was all

the items that had 3 sensitive constituency in a partlcul ar
agency that would not be funded jn the Gvernor's 98 i

those days and then there properly would be letters sent

agency to whatever the constituency was saying that this unt
was not in the bud(]; and they get ahold of the Appropriations
Conmittee and we woul d get an aval anche of mail and people 4pq
the_ b_Ottomll_ne of it wa it permtted lower budget
submi ssi on, knowi ng full well that t he peopl e serve woul d react
to the Legislature and inevitably then we ended up with a higher
budget number than the Governor's recomrendati on. It wasn't
long before |...in fact, we even changed the |aw that those
requests had to go through'the Governor's office g5 that they
couldn't conveniently circunvent the Covernor.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WARNER: ...and go directly to the Legislature and
usually in those days it was r|rmr||¥ practices de
agencies. So all | amtrying to sumup, it' s not in oplf)gsﬂf n

to anything but...and certainly not on this issue, but the
Legi sl ature ought to keep in mnd in future years, g any of us,

because | get the requests just like the rest of you do to
introduce a budget bill for an expenditure |s vvhy didn't the
agency put it in their pydget? t hey make it a

priority 18 or whatever the nunber m ght Kave been I f
it was real'y needed and it's a process that does happen an% 't
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