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i ssue and also, | mght add, advocating for this issue and he
has done a very adequate job, | think, of expl ai ni ng the choices
that we haw before us. And | sinply want to basically
reiterate sone of the points he nade, | guess, gnd lay out for

you what | see as policy discussions that will have to go on. |
appreciate the way you handl ed this, Senator Wesely, and | know
you have a synpathetic ear in the conmttee. |I'mgoing to ask
that the anendnent not be adopted today and that we continue to
work with Senator Wesely. We have a couple of policy choices
here before us today and | think the commttee's Wwish on this

was that we would deal with this through the bill, 678.
However, as Senator Wsely has indicated, | don't knowif we're
going to get to that bill yet. And woven into that scenario g

al so the issues raised about child care also that appear in 739.
We have, obviously, a set of policy choices here in terns of the
way we allocate our resources which, essentially, says how
much. .. how nuch do you want to allocate to this poorest of the
poor group and, on the other hand, given the kind of tax credits
that are currently |egal under federal |aw and then it would be

envi si oned under 739, | guess | would characterize that as more
of a middle class entitlenent. And you are all aware,
certainly, of the growing demand for assistance with child cgre
among all income groups in this country right now and the nmjor
task, | think, before us right nowis to deternmine good policy
in the State of Nebraskaand do the best we can for the broad
range of people out there asking for gssistance. As Senator

Wesely mentioned, the current proposal is comng in at about
$2.5 million which woul d presumably take us up tgo rket rate
and if we did anything snmaller than that, then it would probably
be requiresone kind of an adjustment in terns of distribution.
The process, at this point as | understand it, last gsymmer the
department came up with about a million eight figure and then
went out and did sonme | ooking at those nunbers and found that we
wer e experiencing some client growth under the Title XX program
and they did a rough market survey as well which indicated that
perhaps their estimates were too |owin terms of how that
related to the market and they brought backin a nuch higher
figure which, obviously, has caused us to question what s the

proper nunmber and where should we cone downon this. |pthe
meantime, the fiscal analyst has worked with the agency to try
to derive those numbers. So that's essentially where we are

right now, | think, in tryingto deternmne where would be a
correct number to come to rest upon and | don' t think we have a
conplete picture of that out there anynore than the agency vyet
has a conplete picture of what's going on out there. The other
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