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providers and what they say.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WESELY: And what they clearly indicate is that they' re
tired, they' re not going to continue to do this, that they want
the Legislature to intervene. Siz years is long enough to wait
for something to happen on Title XX And | hop e get a
chance to read some of those letters because t%ese are good
people that are trying to do a good thing here in helping these
low income fam lies but they' re just saying, wecan't do it

anymore, we've got to haye hel Now, the Appro |at|ons
Committee has recogni zed this an% we have conmuni catpg g[)

The problem that we have is how much nobney we' re talking about

and that's the part of it that you probably don't want g hear
but it's the part you have torealize. W' re talking about

2.5mllion nore dollars is what we need to do to  Dbri ng our
mar ket rate...our reinbursenents up to market rate and that's a
| ot of noney and | recognize that but that just shows how far
short we are in dealing with this problem aAnduntil wecan
address that issue, we will continue to have these |ow i ncome
famlies not going into the job force, pot putting their kids
into child care or putting themin there and finding them not
having the sortof guality care that they want. Andso, in my
estimation, this is a very inportant problem and very.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR WESELY: .. .verysignificant and | hope that as et
into the discussion you will recognize that as well an\g wg can
work together to find a solution to this problem

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Before discussion of the Wesely
amendnent, | am pl eased to announce that SenatorGoodrich has
39 fourth grade students from Rockbrook Elementary in Orha, in

the north balcony with their teachers. wuld you fol ks pl ease
stand and wave. Thank you. We'reglad to have you. Al so,

Senator Abboud has a special guest under the south bal cony,

Nr. Akihiro Fujita from Tokyo, Japan. Please stand, sir. Thank
you. Were very glad to have you with us this morning.
Di scussion on the amendnment, Senator Scofield, followed by

Senator Crosby.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Nr. President. Senator Wese|y has
done a good job of comunicating with the committee on  this
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